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Plymouth Colony, North America 

May 1, 1625 

 

Dear Brother, 

   I hope this letter finds you safe and that you and our family are well. It’s been over five years 

since Father and I left Holland for North America. Not a day goes by that I don’t think about our 

family and our home in Leiden. How are our sisters Evi and Hanna? They were just toddlers 

when Father and I left home. I miss you all dearly and hope our family will be reunited someday. 

   Life here in Plymouth is difficult, far more than I expected when we set sail. The first winter was 

terrible, and the number of colonists’ deaths was devastating. We lived on the Mayflower for 

nearly five months while we built our new settlement. Because of this, we were in close quarters, 

and the disease spread quickly. Many became sick, and too many didn’t survive. We estimate that 

at least half of the original colony members have died since arriving. It was hard to keep our 

faith through such sorrow, but those who remain have grown stronger in spirit. Those fortunate 

enough to survive have built homes, cleared fields, and learned to live together in this new land. 

   One of the greatest blessings has been the help of the native people, the Patuxet, part of the more 

prominent Wampanoag tribe, called “People of the First Light.” Without them, we wouldn’t have 

known how to plant corn or find food in the woods. Since forming our peaceful relationship, 

we’ve learned to fish, hunt, and live with the land instead of fighting against it. The winters here 

are harsh, so we spend a lot of time preparing for the cold and ice that move in swiftly. 

In the year following our arrival, 1621, our colony benefited from a large crop and celebrated for 

three days. The leader of the Wampanoag, Massasoit, joined us with his men and brought us deer 

to add to the feast. Since then, we have taken time each fall to pay homage to those who have 

helped us survive, express our thanks and gratitude, and spend time with our families and new 

friends. 

   I miss our books, learning, and hearing Dutch spoken in the streets back in Holland. Father 

brought a few books from home, so I spend time reading and practicing my writing when 

possible. I also wake up early each morning to read my Bible and reflect on God’s word. 

Although I couldn’t finish my studies before leaving home, this arduous journey has been worth 

it, and I’ve found a new purpose here. 

   With so many chores and tasks to complete, there's little time for rest. I spend most of my days 

working alongside Father in the fields, chopping wood, or helping build and repair homes. 

Unfortunately, some of the women have lost their husbands, so Father and I do what we can to 

help them. Still, there’s something peaceful about the hard work, especially when we can gather 

together at the end of the day and give thanks. 

   Sometimes, I even find joy living in this new adventurous land. On the Lord’s Day, we gather to 

worship, and once in a while, we young folks walk along the shore or race through the woods. 

The world here is vast and wild. It’s not easy, but it feels free and filled with endless 

opportunities. 

   Please give my best to our mother, sisters, and those back home. I miss you all more than words 

can describe. Maybe, if God wills it, you’ll come to North America one day. There is room for 

many more; though the cost is high, the reward is far greater. 

 

May God be with you always. 

 

Your brother always, 
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Congratulations to 

our New Members! 

 

Nov. 2025-Apr. 2026 

• Sharon Gardner ~  

  Elizabeth Tilley 

• Terri Kidd~ George  

  Soule 

• Jacqueline Badal ~  

  Edward Doty 

• Michael Huff ~ Edward 

Doty 

• Curtis Horton ~ Francis 

Cooke 

• Conner Sullivan ~ 

  William Bradford  

• Thomas Sullivan ~  

  William Bradford 

• Carl Sullivan ~  

  William m Bradford 
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Governor: William “Budd” Leaf  

Assistant Governor: Martha Anderson 

Recording Secretary: Sharon Gardner 

Corresponding Secretary: Judith Reale 

Treasurer: Connie Bloodworth 

Elder: Ken Whittemore 

  Delegate to State: Gail Raser  

Historians: Bev Willey, Kathy Loftman 

Membership Chair: Renee Neale 

Education Chair: Amy Conboy 

Hospitality Chair: June Carter 

Web Master: Budd Leef 

Parliamentarian: Judith Reale 
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