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Colony members in Period Dress at the 
Compact Day  Meeting in November! 
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February 21, 2026 SD Colony Meeting Program 

An early depiction of a Colonial woman  
being led to her execution. 

https://ericroots.wordpress.com/2017/09/03/notoriety-in-the-plymouth-colony-alice-martin-bishop/


A Token of Love, Colonial America Puzzle Purse Love Letters 

Handwritten Valentines were 

popular in England and Western Europe 

from the 15th Century, a tradition that 

was brought to the American Colonies. 

But sometimes the lovelorn are at a loss 

for words. At such times, our Colonial 

friends might refer to English Letter-

Writers, in book and pamphlet form, 

for advice in composing missives to 

their sweethearts. Among them, The 

Amorous Gallant's Tongue Tipp'd 

with Golden Expressions: or, the Art 

of Courtship Refined. " 

 The poems and verses were 

written on slips of paper or posted in 

a newspaper by suitors for Valentine's 

Day. Verses were also transcribed 

onto handcrafted love -letters that 

were folded into puzzle purses as love 

tokens that were introduced by Penn-

sylvania-Germans. These puzzle purse 

love tokens were created on a one 

foot square of "laid paper" (with laid 

lines from the paper mold) was fold-

ed into a square "purse." The delightful 

Valentine was decorated with verse and decoration 
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on the exterior. Once fully opened, 

secret messages would be revealed inside 

and sometimes an additional token of 

love - a ring or a lock of hair.  

 

1. Yes, when I donõt see you, my darling, 

my heart is filled with dread and sorrow  

2. And would at every moment spring 

apart in many thousand pieces. 

3. I desire faithful love, wounded 

completely with right love.  

4. For to love and not being loved 

back makes many a beautiful heart 

sad; but if both love, then two hearts 

are filled with joy.  

5. My heart burns in the blaze of love, 

but it does not know how yours is 

doing. Is my heart like mine, then the 

love will persist. 

6. My dear darling, our flames of love 

will come together with time.  

7. Hold firmly on to your heartõs love, 

like the tree to his branches, and the 

grapevine to its vine; So I will surrender 

my heart to you.  

8. My heart, your heart, one heart, with-

out any joking. The 26th December 1769.  

From Colonial Quills  

My Dear this heart that you behold /  

When you these leaves unfold 

1769 Georg Lang 

https://www.youtube.com/@mayflowersociety
https://colonialquills.blogspot.com/2018/02/a-token-of-love-colonial-america-puzzle.html
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/digital/item/5835
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https://photos.app.goo.gl/9YAHmheMsCQEgFnu8

