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Governor’s Message 

February 2026 Vol. 2, Issue 2, Governor William “ Budd” Leef 

Colony members in Period Dress at the 
Compact Day  Meeting in November! 
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February 21, 2026 SD Colony Meeting Program 

An early depiction of a Colonial woman  
being led to her execution. 

https://ericroots.wordpress.com/2017/09/03/notoriety-in-the-plymouth-colony-alice-martin-bishop/


A Token of Love, Colonial America Puzzle Purse Love Letters 

Handwritten Valentines were 

popular in England and Western Europe 

from the 15th Century, a tradition that 

was brought to the American Colonies. 

But sometimes the lovelorn are at a loss 

for words. At such times, our Colonial 

friends might refer to English Letter-

Writers, in book and pamphlet form, 

for advice in composing missives to 

their sweethearts. Among them, The 

Amorous Gallant's Tongue Tipp'd 

with Golden Expressions: or, the Art 

of Courtship Refined. " 

 The poems and verses were 

written on slips of paper or posted in 

a newspaper by suitors for Valentine's 

Day. Verses were also transcribed 

onto handcrafted love-letters that 

were folded into puzzle purses as love 

tokens that were introduced by Penn-

sylvania-Germans. These puzzle purse 

love tokens were created on a one 

foot square of "laid paper" (with laid 

lines from the paper mold) was fold-

ed into a square "purse." The delightful 

Valentine was decorated with verse and decoration 
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on the exterior. Once fully opened, 

secret messages would be revealed inside 

and sometimes an additional token of 

love - a ring or a lock of hair.  

 

1. Yes, when I don’t see you, my darling, 

my heart is filled with dread and sorrow 

2. And would at every moment spring 

apart in many thousand pieces. 

3. I desire faithful love, wounded 

completely with right love. 

4. For to love and not being loved 

back makes many a beautiful heart 

sad; but if both love, then two hearts 

are filled with joy. 

5. My heart burns in the blaze of love, 

but it does not know how yours is 

doing. Is my heart like mine, then the 

love will persist. 

6. My dear darling, our flames of love 

will come together with time. 

7. Hold firmly on to your heart’s love, 

like the tree to his branches, and the 

grapevine to its vine; So I will surrender 

my heart to you. 

8. My heart, your heart, one heart, with-

out any joking. The 26th December 1769.  

From Colonial Quills 

My Dear this heart that you behold /  

When you these leaves unfold 

1769 Georg Lang 

https://www.youtube.com/@mayflowersociety
https://colonialquills.blogspot.com/2018/02/a-token-of-love-colonial-america-puzzle.html
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/digital/item/5835
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https://photos.app.goo.gl/9YAHmheMsCQEgFnu8


San Diego Colony 
Executive Board  

2024-2026 
Governor  

William “Budd” Leef 
sdcolonygov2024@gmail.com 

sandiegomayflower.org 
Deputy Governor 
Martha Anderson 

jyjca@aol.com  
Secretary 

Sharon Gardner 
andsoitgoes@msn.com  

Treasurer 
Connie Bloodworth 

cleddyfamily@gmail.com  
Corresponding Secretary 

Judith Reale 
sddesigngal@gmail.com 

Elder 
Open 

Historians 
Bev Willey 

bbwilley@cox.net 
Kathy Loftman 

loftman@earthlink.net 
Membership 
Renee Neale 

renee.neale3@gmail.com 
Web Master 

William “Budd” Leef 
dustyleef@hotmail.com 

Colony Delegate 
Gail Raser 

Mayflowersandiego 
@gmail.com 

Decorations Chair 
None 

Education Chair 
Amy Conboy 

conboyamy@gmail.com 
Parliamentarian 

Judith Reale 
Hospitality Chair 

June Carter  
starmorn@outlook.com 

Congratulations to 

our New Members! 

From Nov. 2025 

• Terri Kidd ~ Myles 

Standish 

• Callie Leef~ John  

  Howland 

• Judi Anibaldi ~ George 

Soule  

• Michael Huff ~ Edward 

Doty 

• Deborah Isacksen ~ Wm 

Brewster 

• Jacqueline Huff Badal ~ 

  Edward Doty  

• Rebecca O'Brien ~ John 

Alden 

• Shane Dickinson ~ Wm 

Brewster 

• Lori Newland Lorenz ~ 

John Howland 

1005 Norte Vista 

San Marcos, CA  92078 
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Bill Peters, a gentleman of the old 

school—intelligent, witty, and possessed 

of a generous spirit—whose passing is a 

great loss to this  

colony, his family, and his friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill and Bev at the at the practice session for the 

Rose Parade  and at chapter meetings below. 

 

 

mailto:starmorn@outlook.com
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 The San Diego Colony of Mayflower Descendants 
 

2026 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION - - The deadline to apply is: May 1, 2026 
 

This $1,500 Scholarship will be awarded in May of 2026, with the winner recognized at our Spring Colony 
Meeting.  The essay will be published in the Fall Issue of the SD Colony Pilgrim News.  This scholarship is open 
to CURRENT College Freshmen and High School Seniors.  When awarded, the scholarship funds will be sent 
to the college’s financial aid office. 

The following criteria must be met for the 2026 Scholarship Contest application process to be successful.  Ap-
plicant must either be a San Diego Mayflower Colony Member, or be lineage-eligible to join the General Society 
of Mayflower Descendants AND have a bloodline relative who is a San Diego Colony member in good standing 
for 2026 (henceforth referred to as the ‘member sponsor’).  The member sponsor must have been a San Diego 
Colony member for at least a year as of the application date.  Additionally, there is no restriction on residence 
of either the scholarship applicant or the member sponsor. 

Applicant Contact Information: 

Name of Applicant:  _______________________________ 

Telephone Number of Applicant:  (______)________________________ 

Email of Applicant:  ______________________________ 

Name of college or university where scholarship award would be sent (if known): 

________________________________________________________________________________________

_(1)  Are you a Member of the San Diego Colony ___Yes  ___No?                                         

(2)  If “No”, then name, relationship, General Society Number and CA Society Number of your bloodline 

San Diego Colony Member Sponsor: 

Name of your San Diego Colony Member Sponsor:_____________________________________________ 

Applicant’s Relationship to the Member Sponsor: ______________________________________________ 

Member Sponsor’s General Society Number: ________________   CA Society Number:  ______________ 

Application Instructions - - - Submit the following: 
Completed Scholarship Application (this page) 
A Copy of High School transcript and, if appropriate, current College Transcript 
A Letter of Reference from a Non-Family Member 
A Mayflower essay no longer than 750 words addressing the following topic: 

 

"From the perspective of your Mayflower passenger ancestor, write a letter to a relative or friend in 
England or Holland describing the Mayflower voyage and arrival in America" 

 

* * * *   Please submit the application materials as attachments to an email and send it to:  * * * * 
San Diego Mayflower Colony Education Chair, Amy Conboy at conboyamy@gmail.com 

The submission must be received via email no later than May 1, 2026 

2026 SD Colony Scholarship App Final 

mailto:conboyamy@gmail.com

