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Message from the Governor
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Greetings Colony Members and Friends,
It’s such a pleasure to be writing now with spring in bloom all around us, 

spectacularly so in the desert.
This “Anza Borrego Desert Dandelions in Pollination” Photo was taken by 

Vietnam Veteran, DAR Certificate 
recipient, and friend, Ken McCormack.

I wonder if our ancestors felt the 
same as their first harsh winter was 
left behind. Having lost nearly half 
their number, think of how difficult 
the challenges of each day were.

Courtesy of, Mayflower 400uk.org 
and many other historical sites we 
know that the spring brought new 
hope:

“During March 1621, an English 
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speaking member of the Wamponaog, named Samoset, entered the grounds of 
the Plymouth colony and introduced himself. He is said to have asked for a beer 
and spent the night talking with the settlers. Samoset, later, brought another 
member of his tribe – Tisquantum, whose experience meant his English was much 
advanced. He taught them to plant corn, which became an important crop, as well 
as where to fish and hunt beaver.

“He introduced them to the Wampanoag chief Ousamequin (Massasoit), chief 
of the Pokanoket people known as Massasoit, an important moment in developing 
relations.” 

Ousamequin and The Pilgrims established an historic peace treaty, and the 
Wampanoag went on to teach 
them how to hunt, plant crops 
and how to get the best of their 
harvest, saving the Pilgrims 
from starvation. This all led to 
the harvest in the fall and the 
first Thanksgiving.

Our winter saw us gather in February for a meeting 
held at the Green Dragon Tavern and Museum. The program 
was full of the grim and fascinating details of the murder of 
Martha Clark.  Author Donna A. Watkins discussed her book 
Diverse Gashes, Governor William Bradford, Alice Bishop, and 
the Murder of Martha Clarke Plymouth Colony 1648.  She also 

Statue of Massasoit in Plymouth
Photo credit: Tom Brosnahan

Donna Watkins signing Books
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Message from the Governor, Cont’d.
gave us, from the court records, many other astounding case histories. 
Our ancestors were not shy about doling out punishment! As much as 
I revere those intrepid travelers, I’m glad to be living in this century, 
where we have no whipping, branding, or time in the stocks and Oh.....! 
those scarlet letters!

We are really delighted by our increasing membership and all the 
new energy it brings to our Colony. Many of our new cousins have 
jumped right in to volunteer in various areas. We honored several in 
February with a special greeting and gift.

This was our first in person meeting and a return to the much loved 
buffet. All our members were thankful for the change. We love Zoom’s 
technology and will always use it when needed to share a great program, 
but this was welcome for the ease of setup and the shared camaraderie.

Turning to spring, we are focused on our Colony Scholarship which 
we hope to award to a worthy student at our May meeting. At that 
same meeting we will feature Dr. Susan Hector who will give us a program on “Textile Production in the 
American Colonies 1620 – 1783”. Read more about Susan in this issue.

We are also eagerly awaiting our return to the La Mesa Flag Day Parade, 
“A Salute to Old Glory” on June 3, 2023. This is a great community parade with a 
short route that makes it very pleasant. Other lineage societies also take part, the 
San Diego Chapter, NSDAR and the San Diego Chapter, SAR both in period dress. 
Our combined group has a great presence. The first two pictures below are pre-covid  
from our last parade, as we decorated our cars and prepared to walk and hand out 
leaflets about the Mayflower Society and our Colony. If you would like to take part 
just let me know.     

I look froward to seeing you all in the days ahead.

Judith Reale
Governor, San Diego Colony.

Dr. Susan Hector
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Textile Production in the American Colonies 1620 – 1783

Guest Speaker for the May Meeting
Dr.Susan Hector

Our Guest speaker Dr. Susan Hector received 
her M.A. and Ph.D. from UCLA in Anthropology 
and spent her career as an archaeologist and 
environmental project manager. She has received 
many awards, including the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Society for California Archaeology 
and the Excellence in Historic Preservation 
Award from the National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution. Her work in historic 
preservation has been honored with 3 Governor’s 
Awards. She served as the Historian for the San 
Diego Chapter of the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution (2020-2022), and 
volunteers in Old Town San Diego State Historic 
Park and at the House of Scotland, Balboa Park.

Susan has been spinning and weaving for 
40 years, with a specialty in heritage textile 
production. Her work has been featured in 
museums and exhibitions. She uses traditional 
plant dyes and fibers and grows her own flax for 
making linen. She has mentioned that she doesn’t 
have a large enough yard for sheep, unfortunately!

Dr. Hector has set the scene of her 
presentation with this description:

“We’ve seen the dramatic images of General 
Washington standing in a small boat or leading 
his troops on a rearing horse. In addition to 
developing military strategies and gathering 
diverse Colonial militias into a cohesive fighting 

force, General Washington had to manage the 
supply chain for goods he needed to keep the 
battles going. Can you imagine him sitting at 
his desk, head in hand and frustrated, over the 
lack of cloth for soldiers’ uniforms and tents? For 
sails? Many of his letters relate his constant but 
fruitless search for appropriate textiles. Couldn’t 
he simply buy or order cloth for uniforms, tents, 
and ships’ sails? No.

The source of his frustration dates to the very 
beginning of the Colonies in 1620. Because of the 
colonial system established and maintained by 
Britain, there were no American fabric production 
facilities. Most fabric and thread was imported 
through the colonial network. This kept the 
Colonies dependent on British production and kept 
the factories humming throughout the British 
Empire. In fact, it was forbidden to establish a 
factory to manufacture fabric in the Colonies. All 
colonial production was on a very small scale.”

Dr. Hector’s presentation will describe the 
limited types of textiles produced in the Colonies 
as a result of America’s dependence on imported 
textiles and the methods used to increase 
production of homespun and handwoven fabric 
to clothe the growing population. She will also 
demonstrate how wool was spun into yarn on a 
spinning wheel at home before the establishment 
of textile mills following American independence.



	

Issue No. 685Spring 2023

As a relatively new member to the 
Mayflower Association, please allow me to 
introduce myself.

I was born in England on part of Lady 
Astor’s estate just off the Cliveden Road, in a 
Canadian Red Cross hospital built to treat the 
wounded of World War I. It was near a town 
called Taplow, a stone’s throw from Windsor 
castle. My American mother had the foresight 
to register my birth with the United States 
Embassy, therefore allowing me to pick my 
citizenship at a later time. Shortly after my 
18th birthday, I moved from the North of 
England to San Diego County; childhood home 
of my mother. Years later, retirement from 
a satisfying career in managing heavy civil 
construction allowed me to pursue my true 
loves; writing family history books, growing 
grapes and making Port wine.

After submitting an application and 
eventual acceptance into the Mayflower society, 

I set about studying my new-found Pilgrim 
relative in earnest. I had many questions 
about Thomas Rogers. I read whatever I 
could lay may hands on. He did not seem to 
fit the mold of the more well-known Pilgrims 
from the Scrooby area. Eventually, it became 
apparent to me that answers to my many 
unanswered questions must surely be found 
in the village of Watford records. I discovered 
that most of those documents are housed 
at the Northamptonshire County Archives, 
in England. There were some useful digital 
scans of the appropriate church records on the 
Ancestry.com website, but the dots per inch 
were woefully inadequate. I needed to see the 
original parchment to sort out transcription 
issues.

Largely because it was off-season for tourist 
travel, British Airways ticket prices were very 
low. The outward-bound journey was a little 
more than $300, but, surprise of surprises, 
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they wanted quite a bit more to bring me back. 
Hotel rooms were easy to find. Train tickets 
were available for reasonable prices.

As I booked my travel plans, I made an 
information request to the website of the 
Northamptonshire archives relating what 
I was doing, and my area of study. The 
hours of business were a concern; they were 
only open on Tuesday, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays. I was able to book a seat, and 
secure the services of a historian. As the time 
for travel approached, we exchanged emails 
and discussed which documents I would like 
to see. They requested, and 
I submitted examples of my 
work.

A 10 ½ hours non-stop flight 
followed by what seemed like 
hours of passport control found 
me standing on the frozen 
asphalt side-walk waiting for 
the hotel courtesy bus. Colder 
weather was on its way and 
train strikes looked like they 
were going to shut down my 
northbound travel.

Sunrise on the second 
day of my trip found the area 
soaked in a deep fog and no 
sign whatsoever of the sun. 
The train service was indeed on strike. The 
new London cabs are a very comfortable ride, 
like a small limousine. They run on hybrid 
power, without the black smoke of their diesel 
ancestors. I arrived at the front door of the 
Hotel Ibis Northampton, a long hour later. A 
large burly security guard at the front door 
alerted me that this town may have a hard 
edge.

My research started in earnest the next 
day. I picked up a rented car and headed for 
the village of Watford, just 12 miles away. It 
must be said, at this point, that there is more 
than one Watford. Do not make the mistake 
that many have made in the past and study 
the wrong Watford! Whole stories have been 
written about the wrong town. Thomas Rogers 
lived in Watford in Northamptonshire, not 
Hertfordshire.

I parked a little way down the road and 
approached the church on foot. There was a 
10 feet tall stone wall on my left. It ended to 
reveal the churchyard and the massive stone 
building. The clock bell sounded unexpectedly; 
I looked; it was 12 noon exactly. I reached for 
my camera and recorded a video that captured 
the last few hammers on the bell. I approached 
the great wooden door. It started to open in 
front of me. “We’ve been expecting you!” I could 
hardly speak. I walked into the massive stone-
built nave of St. Peter and St. Paul, the parish 
church of the Rogers’ family.

“We have put an exhibition 
together for you!” the 
churchwardens (Ken Brand, 
with his wife Angie) added 
“Here’s the old font that your 
ancestors were baptized in!” 
(Pictured on the left.) They 
had set up some panels of 
information with snippets 
of the Rogers’ family history 
and the Pilgrims. The old font 
was lying on the floor behind 
the newer font from a late 
19th century church remodel. 
Touches by many-thousands 
of hands had smoothed the 
once sharp masonry edges 
of the large stone basin. As 

I looked towards the back of the church, the 
churchwarden called out to me. “Look the sun 
is out!” I turned; the dark clouds had given 
way to the rays of the sun. The stained-glass 
windows glowed. The walls were washed with 
colored lights that seemed to dance for joy. I 
stared. I could not move.

After being transfixed for what may 
have been some considerable time, the 
churchwardens approached and kindly offered 
to show me around. In the vestry, the two 
massive strong-boxes that kept the silver for 
the services for hundreds of years were opened. 
Each was secured by three great forged steel 
straps designed for three separate padlocks. 
Back then no single person was trusted: 
It took three keys to retrieve the silver for 
services. The boxes were far too heavy and big 
to be carried away. We slowly walked around 
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the church and examined the features; the 
windows and the old stone work. Samples 
of ancient flooring were kept safely. They 
explained that even though the church sat on 
top of a hill, the crypt was flooded, and yes, 
there really was a knight buried on his horse 
in the crypt. No-one in living memory had been 
down the crypt steps. The temperature was 
dropping, but the inside still glowed. It was 
near sunset and time to leave.

    I returned to the Rogers’ church the next 
day and took additional photographs. I drove 
around the area. It was overcast, icy and very 
cold.

I visited 
neighboring 
villages and 
churches; Great 
Brington, the 
parish church 
of St. Mary’s, 
Althorpe house, 
Long Buckby, 
the parish 
church of St. 
Lawrence, 
Daventry, and 
I even passed 
through the 
blood-soaked 
fields of the 

battlefield of Naseby. The stone buildings were 
relatively unchanged from the 1500s. There 
were no other people around to break my 
illusion of time-travel.

The next day I parked the rental car. There 
was too much ice on the road. I knew that 
my driving luck was running out. Taxi! The 
appointed hour at the Northampton county 
archives was finally here. I was very curious 
to see what the advertised 11 miles of shelves 
looked like. I was buzzed in. Security was 
good. I filled out an application for my research 
card and stowed my bag in a locker.  I was 
cautioned “no ink pens allowed whatsoever!” 

Andrew North, historian, greeted me 
warmly. We withdrew to a large meeting room 
with a number of tables pushed together to 
make a large work surface. A special pillow 

designed to allow for the reading of fragile 
books without damage sat on one side with 
an open folder of handwritten parchment. 
We had our own room, separate from where 
a handful of researchers sat around a large 
communal table, silently pursuing their work. 
We talked. I noticed that he already had the 
church records from Watford sitting out ready 
for my review. I asked questions; he talked. 
He described the various types of records 
that might contain information that would 
interest my studies, and why. Probate court, 
Ecclesiastical court, Manor Rolls, Muster 
Rolls, and etc... From my emailed work, he 
had already gathered a fairly good pile of 
documents. It was like having my own college 
class with a fully interactive professor. I 
scribbled my notes.

We talked about copyright. He liked that I 
was writing a family history book, and that I 
had written a couple before. He offered that, 
providing it was a not-for-profit effort that 
I was working on, as I had asserted, there 
would be no fee. That was good news. I had 
been worried about potentially sky-high fees. 
Now I would be able to reproduce the images 
in my work. That was a far better thing than 
some oblique reference in an end-note that 
was virtually impossible to easily fact check. 
Much of the information we have about the 
Rogers’ family revolves around old documents; 
without images of the documents there would 
just be references. We discussed transcriptions. 
He would be happy to transcribe line by line, 
and not change the sentence format so that 
a reader might be able to skip easily back 
and forth between the original text and the 
transcription without losing track of what line 
to follow.

We spent hours poring over original 
documents. He offered manuscripts that I 
don’t think had been previously associated 
with studies of Thomas Rogers. We looked at 
how they farmed. Oh yes, our Pilgrim was a 
Husbandman. He was a copyholder. We looked 
at the documentation.

We had a visit from a County archaeologist 
who had an office nearby. She had HD aerial 
photographs. “You may use these; they are not 

Inside St. Peter and St. Paul
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classified as secret.” It turns out that they have 
trouble with treasure-trove hunters who may 
spot something on an aerial photograph. They, 
therefore, keep many images locked away from 
the general archive visitors, and use them only 
for internal study. We looked at maps of the 
Northamptonshire area showing the ancient 
Hundreds and Parishes, unevenly bisected by 
the ancient Roman road called Watling Street.

I learned that there was a whole lexicon 
related to farming and the times. Our 
ancestors used words that had a great deal of 
meaning back then, but are, to all intents and 
purposes, unknown and unused today. 

We visited the Northamptonshire Record 
[text publication] Society which is a separate 
institution. It is housed in a few rooms in a 
corner of the archive’s building. Margaret 
Hawkins of the Society and Andy picked out a 
pile of books that they considered essential to 
my understanding of the particular issues in 

the Northamptonshire area during the Rogers’ 
time, written by experts in their fields to a high 
scholarly level. No Wiki here. A copy of David 
Hall’s The Open Fields of Northamptonshire 
supplied very detailed explanations of the 
unique and strange words that rolled off of 
Andy’s tongue as he discussed the agrarian 
issues of the Rogers’ times. Just to listen to the 
discussions was a learning experience.

The hours kept by the society’s library are 
short. I would suggest contacting them before 
a visit. There was no time to peruse any of the 
three thousand books that they store and offer 
for research, but no doubt there are some very 
relevant volumes in that collection.

All too soon my days at the archives came 
to an end. I met the technician and made 
arrangements for digital copying of the chosen 
records. The Northamptonshire facilities were 
top-notch, and seemed to be state-of-the-art. 
I settled accounts for research assistance; the 

A restoration archivist at the Northampton County Archives 
working, at my commission, on a Manorial Roll from the right 
place and the right period of Thomas Rogers. The bindings re-
quired loosening and special treatment. When the membranes 
were freed up, it was carefully held in place using magnets for 
photo-imaging. Needless to say, no-one has reviewed this roll for 
many, many years. What will we find? The excitement builds…
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rates were very reasonable; the value was 
extraordinary. I gratefully shook hands with 
those who had been such a great help, and left 
with sadness in my heart, exhausted.

A follow-up message received in my hotel 
room revealed that some additional manorial 
court rolls had been unearthed, but there 
was a problem. They were fragile and needed 
special handling by a restoration archivist. 
I made arrangements for more digitizing, 
combined with special handling. The newly-
found records offered a great deal of promise; 
they were from the right time, and the right 
place. Careful unrolling using magnets and 
slow techniques would be required to conduct a 
proper examination of these records. A manor 
court roll offers insights into local mundane 
events such as “Tom’s heifer broke into Joe’s 
beans and he now owes him tuppence.” It is 
essentially the minutes of trial by a rotating 
jury of fellow husbandmen; very granular.

And so I left my research base behind. 
Stacks of notes were written, and many 
deliverables of images of different documents 
are on the way. Full transcripts were requested 
for all chosen documents. Some of these 
documents are well known, and, it seems, 
some are not. It may be that there is at least 
one that no-one has reviewed in this context 
before. I am not the kind of person who would 
make bold claims, but I will promise that my 
upcoming little family history book about 
this line of my family will have a great deal 
of supporting documentation to match the 
narrative. It will take me some time to sort out 
the results from this trip. The Thomas Rogers’ 
Society recommends some books. No doubt 
the van with a smile will be returning to my 
driveway very soon. The hunt is on! BTW …  
how’s the weather in Leiden?

�

New San Diego Colony Members
Jan 06, 2023 - Mar 28, 2023

Congratulations and welcome to our new San Diego Colony 
members who have joined between July 1st and September 27th 

this year.. We are delighted you have joined our colony.

Chloe Ann Thompson, 15th from Thomas Rogers

Spring Hunsinger 12th from Francis Cooke

Madelyn Martin 13th from John Billington

Dale Amato 11th from Myles Standish

Jeffrey Fischbeck 12th from George Soule

Leslie Fischbeck 13th from George Soule
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WEDNESDAY MAY 24, 2023 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM EASTERN TIME 
Zoom webinar information found on: themayflowersociety.org:

TOM BEGLEY, “WELCOME TO PLIMOTH 
PATUXET” 
Plimoth Patuxet, formerly known as Plimoth Plantation, 
is a complex of living history museums illustrating life 
in the original Plimoth settlement along with life for the 
indigenous peoples.  Tom Begley is the director of collec-
tions and special projects for Plimoth Patuxet, and he will 
provide a preview of what visitors may see when they 
spend time there.

THURSDAY JULY 13, 2023 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
EASTERN TIME
Zoom webinar information: themayflowersociety.org

ANNE MASON, “WELCOME TO THE 
PLYMOUTH ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY”
Founded in 1919, the Plymouth Antiquarian Society is 
Plymouth’s largest organization dedicated to preserving 
historic houses and landmarks. They serve as Plymouth’s 
historical society. The Society owns and maintains three 
historic houses representing three centuries of Plymouth 
history: the 1677 Harlow House, the 1749 Spooner House, 
and the 1809 Hedge House, as well as an ancient Native 
American site, Sacrifice Rock. Dr. Anne Mason is the execu-
tive director for the Plymouth Antiquarian Society and will 
show attendees what the Society has to offer visitors.

What’s Happening at National Mayflower Society Webinars

THURSDAY JUNE 29, 2023 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM EASTERN TIME
Zoom webinar information: themayflowersociety.org

MISHA EWEN, “THE VIRGINIA VENTURE: 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION AND ENGLISH 
SOCIETY, 1580-1660”
The Virginia Venture is an innovative exploration of how a 
wider public of women, children, and men across English 
society contributed to the foundation of the first perma-
nent English colonies in America. Drawing on sources from 
dozens of archives in the United States and England, it 
provides a fresh perspective on how capital and labor were 
mobilized to help build the colonies―not from the per-
spective of elite investors alone, but from the point of view 
of ordinary people across the country. Women and the 
laboring poor have been overlooked in these efforts: The 
Virginia Venture brings them center stage.



	

Issue No. 6811Spring 2023

Those of you who do research sometimes or all of he time will enjoy these tips which I recieved from 
an associate researcher. They are free of cost and free to share.  Along the way, as I perused them I 
found myself laughing at Genealogy humor and decided to include my favorites.  JReale  

1. You can still access all of Google’s old newspaper collections when searching for those proof 
documents you need to prove lineage. Here is a great article: How to find newspapers in Google Books 
for free  by Lisa Cooke | Jan 18, 2023 at: How to find old newspapers at Google Books for free!

In it she starts with this information:  “Google Books is known for having millions of free digitized 
books. But did you know that it’s also packed with hidden old newspapers? Since newspapers don’t 
typically appear in your initial search results in Google Books, I’ll show you two ways to filter down 
to only newspapers. Plus, I’ll also show you some of the most effective ways  to quickly find the right 
ancestor and the right article.”

2. Quaker Records: The New England Yearly Meeting of 
Friends files, voluminous materials going back  to their mid-
17th-century beginnings, are being digitized.  All 787volumes 
will be available online by end of summer  2023 in the Credo 
repository of the University of MA:  https://credo.library.
umass.edu

3. Trouble finding 
death records? 
Mortality schedules  
were part of the 
census starting in 
1850. They were  
phased out as states 
met a key level of 

compliance with  vital record 
requirements. E.g., in 1800, 
MA and NJ both  already recorded deaths statewide, but in 1900, 
there  were still 10 states, the District of Columbia, and many  large 
cities in other areas that weren’t in compliance; only  about 40% of 
the population of the continental US would  be recorded in one way or 
another when they died. In  1902 the census bureau was authorized 
to collect copies  of vital records directly from registration offices  
nationwide, at which point the mortality schedules were  completely 
phased out, though that doesn’t mean they were complete. It wasn’t 
until 1933 that deaths  nationwide were considered complete and 
reliable.

4. Digital Public Library of America, https://dp.la, has 2940 Bibles, 
plus family history and genealogy books, maps, military records, and 
Civil War correspondence. Click on the file name for more details if 
there is no image rather than “View full item”. That option will appear 
again on the next page if images are available.

Genealogy Musings, Tips and Treats

http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZIETsT1D8M&ab_channel=LisaLouiseCooke%27sGenealogyGems
http://How to find old newspapers at Google Books for free! 
https://credo.library.umass.edu 
https://credo.library.umass.edu 
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Board of Directors 
2022 - 2024

New San Diego Colony
Members

Congratulations and welcome to our new San Diego 
Colony members.  We are delighted you have joined 

our colony.

As members, we proudly display our names
and the name of our Pilgrim Ancestor.

If you are a new member, a Mayflower 
Friend,  or just need a new badge, follow 

these steps: 
Contact:  

	 Until May 20: 	 Elder, Luann Esposito.
	 luann@espomail.com
	 After May 20:	 June Carter Starmorn
		  starmorn@outlook.com

Include: Your name, the way you want it on 
your badge, your Ancestor’s name, or names. They 
must be from an application or supplemental that 
has been verified by Plymouth. 

Pay: Write a check for $12.00 made payable to:
:

 “SD Colony of Mayflower Descendants”

Mail to: our Treasurer:
Ken Whittemore
P O Box712543
Santee, CA  92072-2543
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