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Governor’s Message

Imagine that you are standing in 
the footprints of your Mayfl ower 

passenger ancestors 400 years ago. 
These months of fall must have been 
some of the most exciting times in 
their lives! 

The voyage was calm at fi rst, 
except for seasickness, but then it 
became treacherous with stormy 
weather that led them to the 
Cape Cod area rather than to the 
Virginia territories. Can you imagine 
the excitement they must have 
experienced at the fi rst glimpse of 
the New World? I wonder what they 
were expecting. Mayfl ower anchored 
in what is now called Provincetown 
Harbor on November 11 or 21 
depending on which calendar is used. 

There must have been joy with 
Peregrine White’s birth, the fi rst 
English child born in the New World. 

Disagreements immediately 
erupted as to whether the Virginia 
Company contract was valid, since 
Mayfl ower had landed outside of 

Virginia Company territory. The 
passengers realized that without 
an agreement among them, no 
functioning government structure 
would exist—but there was no one but 
themselves to turn to. So, they created 
and signed the Mayfl ower Compact.

Parties explored the area in search 
of a good site for settlement and 
decided on an abandoned Wampanoag 
village. They were likely unaware of 
the tragedy that had fallen on the 
previous inhabitants. Some of the 
men went ashore and began gathering 
building materials. Work continued as 
weather and their health permitted.

Can you imagine all the life 
changing events that our ancestors 
experienced those few months 
between September and December 
1620? What were they anticipating? 
What were they thinking when they 
arrived? Little would they know 
the impact their actions these four 
months in 1620 would have on the 
world!

Mission Statement

To govern our San Diego Colony over the next two years, focusing 
on our 400 year commemoration and engaging our members.

Goals and Objectives
• Commemorate the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower 

voyage, recognize many ancestor’s struggles and the 
celebration of their first year in the Americas

• Reach out to our San Diego Colony members
• Increase our Colony membership
• Communicate and hold events in new ways
• Have fun!
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San Diego Colony Board Members 2020-2022

Governor
Kathy Loftman

sdcolonygov2020kl@gmail.com

Corresponding Secty
Bill Peters

wfpeters@cox.net

Assistant Governor
Judith Reale

sddesigngal@gmail.com

Treasurer
Jan Quigley

tbirdfor2@roadrunner.com

Web Master
Budd Leef

dustyleef@hotmail.com

Elder
Ken Whittemore

kenwhittemore@gmail.com

BOA Colony Delegate
Gail Raser

mayflowersandiego@gmail.com

Education Chair
Amy Conboy

conboyamy@gmail.com

Past Governor/Advisor
Budd Leef

dustyleef@hotmail.com

Decoration Chairs
Jim and Susan Mattern

mattlan@cox.net

Recording Secretary
Amy D’Lima

amydlima@gmail.com

Historian
Bev Willey

bbwilley@cox.net

2020/2021 Chair
Kathy Loftman

sdcolonygov2020kl@gmail.com

Parliamentarian
Bill Smith

dmopbuff @gmail.com

Membership Chair
Mary Celine Scott

mcs4genealogy@gmail.com

Hospitality Chair
Sonja Itson

spi1943@icloud.com
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Report on GSMD

The General Society of Mayfl ower Descendants 
held a special online Congress on Saturday 

September 26, 2020 at 2:00 pm EDT. This was the 
fi rst time a Congress has ever been held online. 
Also, this Congress had the most representatives of 
any Congress ever held. There were 54 Mayfl ower 
Societies represented including Europe and Australia.  
The meeting began at 11:00 am PDT and ended at 
approximately 6:00 pm PDT.

There was much discussion, and many societies 
presented amendments to the proposed bylaw 
changes. You will hear about the changes, but 
the biggest thing the California Mayfl ower Society 
will have to deal with is how to pay for the CA Life 
Membership annual fee they pay to the General 

Society,  as the General Society is raising the state 
fees for these members each year until they will cost 
the state as much as the regular membership fees do 
each year. This does not directly impact our existing 
life members, as they will not have to pay additional 
fees for their life membership.

The slate of offi cers as presented by the 
nominating committee in the Fall 2020 California 
Mayfl ower Quarterly, was voted in as presented. As I 
stated, this was a very unusual Congress and we look 
forward to meeting next year at the BOA meeting in 
Plymouth, MA.

Respectfully submitted,
Gail Raser
San Diego Colony Delegate

CA Mayflower Society State Information

The Society of Mayfl ower Descendants in the 
State of California offi ce remains in San 

Diego County as of this report, as the Oakland offi ce 
and library remain closed. All calls to the offi ce 
are forwarded to my cell phone and the requested 
information gets forwarded to the appropriate state 
offi cer for action.

The colonies are still holding Zoom meetings 
and are making the best of this unusual situation.  
We had a team of 14 California members spend 
over 7 hours on a zoom meeting to represent the 

California caucus at the General Society of Mayfl ower 
Descendants special online Congress on Saturday, 
September 26, 2020. It was a very unusual situation 
for all of us, but we are thankful for our members’ 
dedication. The last BOA meeting was also be a Zoom 
meeting and will be held on Saturday October 17, 
2020. 

Respectfully submitted,
Gail Raser
San Diego Colony Delegate

Here are some of the activities we have planned 
for the remainder of 2020 and 2021. We hope 

to be adding activities as we receive good news on the 
pandemic.

Plimoth Plantation West
Plimoth Plantation West which will be held at 

Balboa Park has been postponed for one year until 
the fall of 2021. The House of Spain will continue to 
sponsor us. We will provide you the date when it is 
set.

Compact Day
Our Compact Day event will take place on 

Saturday, November 21st at 10:00 a.m. It is planned 
to be a Zoom online meeting. We will have two 
presentations. Jonathan Mack will talk about his 
book, A Stranger Among Saints, and Mary Celine 
Scott will give a presentation on the Mayfl ower 
Compact. We will continue our tradition to read the 
Mayfl ower Compact, hold a Pilgrim Roll Call, and 
take the opportunity to commemorate this important 

event. As is our tradition at this event, you are 
welcome to come dressed in your 1620’s attire, even 
if we are on Zoom. (Remember, with Zoom we only 
see the top part of you!)

Winter Meeting
Our winter meeting will be held on Saturday, 

February 20, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. The venue is to be 
determined. Jan Quigley will be presenting “Hester 
Mahieu Cooke, Huguenot, wife and mother of 
Mayfl ower passengers Francis and John Cooke.”

Spring Meeting
Our spring meeting will be held on Saturday, 

May 22, 2021 at 10:00. The topic and venue will be 
announced later.

Our Goal
We want to keep you engaged, excited about our 

400th anniversary, proud of your past, and with the 
opportunity to look back at the lives of our ancestors 
and gain their perspectives on diffi cult times.

Activities for 2020-2021
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Jonathan Mack 
was born in Michigan, 
raised in Texas, and 
after graduating from 
Harvard Law School 
in the same class 
as former President 
Barack Obama and 
current Supreme 
Court Justice Neil 
Gorsuch, has spent 
nearly thirty years 
living in San Diego.

He worked at a 
large law fi rm and 

then at a multinational company before leaving the 
professional world to undertake something both 
more challenging and more fulfi lling: becoming Mr. 
Mom for twin daughters, who are now grown and in 
college.

The quirk of genealogy is what introduced 
Jonathan to Stephen Hopkins. His knowledge of the 
Pilgrims and Plymouth Colony was limited to what 
he’d learned in grade school, and he’d never heard 

of Hopkins until he stumbled upon his name on a 
genealogy website. The evidence of any ancestral 
connection was really weak at that point, but 
Jonathan was curious enough to start digging for 
information about this Mayfl ower passenger. What 
he found led to this biography, though it wasn’t until 
he’d written about three-quarters of the book that an 
actual relationship was confi rmed.

Because his understanding of Plymouth Colony 
and the other early English colonial efforts in America 
was very basic, he had to contend with an enormous 
vacuum of background information. In a way, 
though, that ignorance contributed to the production 
of Hopkins’ biography. Since so many of the 
fundamental details were unknown to him, Jonathan 
began to take notes as he was researching in order 
to keep the dates and facts straight. The notes 
eventually spilled onto page after page. At some point, 
he realized that a fascinating story was unfolding in 
the notes, so he organized them into what ultimately 
became a rough outline of chapters of the book.

Jonathan was accepted into the General Society 
of Mayfl ower Descendants in 2018 and is a member 
of our San Diego Colony.

Membership Chair Mary Celine Scott will be 
providing a presentation on the Mayfl ower Compact 
at our upcoming Compact Day Meeting, which will 
be held on the 400th anniversary of the signing of 
that document. In this brief presentation, we will 
discuss the impact of the navigational challenges 
that led to the Mayfl ower landing in Massachusetts 
rather than her intended locale within the 
jurisdiction of the Virginia Company and how this 

became more important with the heterogeneous 
group (Saints and Strangers) who traveled on the 
voyage.  The Compact and its signatories will be 
reviewed with some discussion of who was asked 
to sign: 41 adult males, including two indentured 
servants out of the 102 passengers.  Finally, 
the long-term impact of this Compact as a legal 
precedent for self government and the creation of a 
democratic nation will be presented.

As members of the Mayfl ower Society, we can 
never learn enough about the intrepid passengers 
and the perilous journey they undertook. It is with 
anticipation of a great story that we look forward to 
welcoming Colony member and author, Jonathan 
Mack, as our guest presenter in November.

A Stranger Among Saints skillfully takes us on a 
journey, enlightening us to the importance of Stephen 
Hopkins, The Man Who Survived Jamestown and 
Saved Plymouth

One of our own California Mayfl ower Society 
Historians, Linda Longley put it this way.

“Jonathan Mack has written an unforgettable 
story of Stephen Hopkins and how his indenture 

of seven years at Jamestown later helped in the 
settlement of Plymouth Colony. Bit by bit, Mack 
extracts from early extant writings an intimate 
and insightful account of Stephen Hopkins of the 
Mayfl ower. Mack tells of Hopkins’s critical role as 
liaison between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag 
tribe with new insight and intimate detail. If you 
think you knew the story but wish for more, this 
deeper understanding of Hopkins and his service in 
the founding of Plymouth Colony will delight you.” 

Be sure and mark your calendars and join us at 
this meeting!

Thanks to the Chicago Review Press for some of 
the information.

Compact Day Meeting Nov 21, 2020
10:00 am Online Platform

San Diego Colony Speaker - Jonathan Mack

November 21, 2020

The Mayflower Compact Presentation

Mary Celine Scott
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The Mayfl ower Compact
The Mayfl ower Compact was a set of rules for 

self-governance established by the English settlers 
who traveled to the New World on the Mayfl ower. 
When Pilgrims and other settlers set out on the ship 
for America in 1620, they intended to lay anchor in 
northern Virginia. But after treacherous shoals and 
storms drove their ship off course, the settlers landed 
in Massachusetts instead, near Cape Cod, outside 
of Virginia’s jurisdiction. Knowing life without laws 
could prove catastrophic, colonist leaders created the 
Mayfl ower Compact to ensure a functioning social 
structure would prevail.

Mutiny on the Mayfl ower
Of the 102 passengers on the Mayfl ower, there 

were 50 men, 19 women and 33 young adults and 
children. Just 41 were Pilgrims, religious separatists 
seeking freedom from the Church of England.

The others were considered common folk and 
included merchants, craftsmen, indentured servants 
and orphaned children—the Pilgrims called them 
“strangers.”

Seeking the right to worship as they wished, 
the Pilgrims had signed a contract with the Virginia 
Company to settle on land near the Hudson River, 
which was then part of northern Virginia. The Vir-
ginia Company was a trading company chartered by 
King James I with the goal of colonizing parts of the 
eastern coast of the New World. London stockholders 
fi nanced the Pilgrim’s voyage with the understanding 
they’d be repaid in profi ts from the new settlement.

But when the Mayfl ower landed in Massachusetts 
instead of Virginia, discord began before the colonists 
even left the ship. The strangers argued the Virgin-
ia Company contract was void. They felt since the 
Mayfl ower had landed outside of Virginia Company 
territory, they were no longer bound to the company’s 
charter.

The defi ant strangers refused to recognize any 
rules since there was no offi cial government over 
them. Pilgrim leader William Bradford later wrote, 
“several strangers made discontented and mutinous 
speeches.”

The Pilgrims knew if something wasn’t done 
quickly it could be every man, woman and family for 
themselves.

What Was the Mayfl ower Compact?
Pilgrim leaders wanted to quell the rebellion be-

fore it took hold. After all, establishing a New World 
colony would be diffi cult enough without dissent in 
the ranks. The Pilgrims knew they needed as many 
productive, law-abiding souls as possible to make the 
colony successful.

With that in mind, they set out to create a tempo-
rary set of laws for ruling themselves as per majority 
agreement.

On November 11, 1620, 41 adult male colonists, 
including two indentured servants, signed the May-
fl ower Compact, although it wasn’t called that at the 
time.

Who Wrote the Mayfl ower Compact?
It’s unclear who wrote the Mayfl ower Compact, 

but the well-educated Separatist and pastor William 
Brewster is usually given credit.

No one knows exactly what happened to the 
original Mayfl ower Compact. The accepted translation 
was found in William Bradford’s journal, Of Plymouth 
Plantation, in which he wrote about his experiences 
as a colonist.

What Was the Purpose of the Mayfl ower Compact?
The Mayfl ower Compact created laws for May-

fl ower Pilgrims and non-Pilgrims alike for the good 
of their new colony. It was a short document which 
established that:

• the colonists would remain loyal subjects to 
King James, despite their need for self-gover-
nance

• the colonists would create and enact “laws, 
ordinances, acts, constitutions and offi ces…” 
for the good of the colony, and abide by those 
laws

• the colonists would create one society and 
work together to further it

• the colonists would live in accordance with 
the Christian faith

Plymouth Colony
Once the colonists agreed to work together, the 

hard work of starting the colony began. They elected 
John Carver governor on November 21, 1620.

Carver had helped secure fi nancing for the May-
fl ower expedition and served in a leadership role 
during the voyage to America. He’s also sometimes 
given credit for helping write the Mayfl ower Compact.

Search parties then went ashore to fi nd an ideal 
place to settle. They decided on what is now called 
Plymouth, where the colonists endured a brutal win-
ter. Ravaged by starvation, disease and lack of shel-
ter, more than half of the colonists died, yet Plymouth 
Colony survived.

It has been argued the Mayfl ower Compact’s role 
in cementing the colonists’ dedication to each other 
and their mission was critical to their endurance that 
fi rst winter.

John Carver survived the hard winter of 1620 but 
died in April 1621, and the colonists chose William 

The Mayflower Compact
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Bradford to replace him. Under his leader-
ship, Plymouth Colony started to thrive.

As more and more settlers arrived and 
colonized the surrounding areas, a General 
Court was established. Each town elected 
representatives to attend the court, thereby 
creating an early representative govern-
ment.

Why Was the Mayfl ower Compact Im-
portant?

The Mayfl ower Compact was important 
because it was the fi rst document to estab-
lish self-government in the New World. It 
remained active until 1691 when Plymouth 
Colony became part of Massachusetts Bay 
Colony.

The Mayfl ower Compact was an ear-
ly, successful attempt at democracy and 
undoubtedly played a role in future col-
onists seeking permanent independence 
from British rule and shaping the nation 
that eventually became the United States of 
America.

Taken from:
https://www.history.com/topics/colo-
nial-america/mayfl ower-compact

UPDATED: SEP 15, 2020
ORIGINAL: OCT 29, 2009

The Words of the Mayfl ower Compact
“In the name of God, Amen. We, whose 

names are underwritten, the loyal subjects 
of our dread Sovereigne Lord, King James, 
by the grace of God, of Great Britaine, 
France and Ireland king, defender of the 
faith, etc. having undertaken, for the glory 
of God, and advancement of the Christian 
faith, and honour of our king and country, a 
voyage to plant the fi rst colony in the North-
erne parts of Virginia, doe by these pres-
ents solemnly and mutually in the presence 
of God and one of another, covenant and 
combine ourselves together into a civill body 
politick, for our better ordering and preser-
vation, and furtherance of the ends afore-
said; and by virtue hereof to enacte, consti-
tute, and frame such just and equall laws, 
ordinances, acts, constitutions and offi ces, 
from time to time, as shall be thought most 
meete and convenient for the generall good 
of the Colonie unto which we promise all 
due submission and obedience. In witness 
whereof we have hereunder subscribed our 
names at Cape-Codd the 11 of November, 
in the year of the raigne of our sovereigne 
lord, King James, of England, France and 
Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the 
fi ftie-fourth. Anno Dom. 1620.”

Bradford’s Transcription of the Compact
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Signing of the Mayflower Compact 1620,
Painting by Jean Leon Ferriss in 1899.

This bas-relief depicting the signing of the Mayflower 
Compact is on Bradford Street in Provincetown directly 

below the Pilgrim Monument.

Si i f th M fl C t 1620
Pictorial Press Ltd / Alamy Stock Photo
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Did you know:
• The ship, later known as the Speedwell, was built in England in 1577 

as the light warship Swiftsure.
• She participated in the English victory against the Spanish Armada 

under Sir Gilly Merick.
• She was an exploration vessel in the Azores, and fought in the Capture 

of Cadiz during the Anglo-Spanish War.
◊ Bonus points: Thomas Gates was knighted during this battle and 

later became the governor of Jamestowne in 1610.
• She was decommissioned and renamed the Speedwell in 1605.
• The Speedwell was purchased by the Separatists (“Saints”) and 

retrofi tted with two masts in July 1620.
• Two attempts were made to sail from England in the Speedwell, with 

the Mayfl ower, and on both attempts she proved not to be seaworthy.
◊ Bonus points: the debate still rages as to whether she was 

damaged by the additional masts or if the sailors actually 
sabotaged her to avoid a voyage to the New World.

• The Speedwell was repaired and made several trips for her new 
owners.  She fi nally sailed from England to Virginia in 1635 under 
Captain Chappell, who had been the Captain for her ill-fated attempted 
voyage(s) with the Pilgrims.

September 6/16, 1620 The Speedwell and some of the passengers are left in Plymouth, and the 
Mayfl ower sails on alone. The Mayfl ower left from a site near to the Mayfl ower Steps in Plymouth, England. 
The Mayfl ower Steps are believed to be close to the site in the Barbican area of Plymouth in southwest 
England. With 102 passengers plus crew, each family was allotted a very confi ned amount of space for 
personal belongings. The Mayfl ower stopped off at Newlyn in Cornwall to take on drinking water.

November 9/19, 1620 After a 66-day voyage, the Mayfl ower passengers spot the tip of Cape Cod, north 
of the land authorized in their patent. They attempt to sail south, but were defeated by treacherous shoals. 
The intended destination was an area near the Hudson River in “North Virginia.” However, the ship was forced 
far off-course by inclement weather and drifted well north of the intended Virginia settlement. As a result of 
the delay, the settlers did not arrive in Cape Cod until after the onset of a harsh New England winter. 

November 10/20, 1620 Peregrine White (1620-1704) was the fi rst English child born to the Pilgrims in 
the New World. He was born in Provincetown.

November 11/21, 1620 The Mayfl ower anchors in Provincetown Harbor. 

November 11/21, 1620 Signing of the Mayfl ower Compact. The Mayfl ower Compact was the fi rst 
governing document of Plymouth Colony. It was drawn up and signed by most of the men. It established a 
provisional government structure until a new patent could be obtained from the New England Company.

November 15/25 to December 7/17, 1620 Parties of men go exploring in search of a good site for 
settlement.

Sources:
• https://worldhistoryproject.org/topics/plymouth-colony, Plymouth Colony Timeline
• www.PlymouthAncestors.org, Plymouth Colony Time Line

The Good Ship Swiftsure

Looking Back 400 Years

September-November 1620 Timeline
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Peregrine White’s Cradle “The Landing of the Pilgrims”  
by Henry A. Bacon (1877)

Mayflower arrived inside the tip of Cape Cod 
fishhook, 11/21 November 1620 

(satellite photo, 1997)

The Mayflower Steps in Plymouth, built as a 
memorial to the historic voyage

Departure of the Mayflower Passengers

Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor by William 
Halsall (1882)
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The Julian calendar, proposed by Julius 
Caesar in 708 Ab urbe condita (AUC) (46 BC), was 
a reform of the Roman calendar. It took effect on 1 
January 709 AUC (45 BC) by edict. It was designed 
with the aid of Greek mathematicians and Greek 
astronomers such as Sosigenes of Alexandria.

The calendar was the predominant calendar 
in the Roman world, most of Europe, and in 
European settlements in the Americas and 
elsewhere, until it was gradually replaced by the 
Gregorian calendar, promulgated in 1582 by Pope 
Gregory XIII. The Julian calendar is still used in 
parts of the Eastern Orthodox Church and in parts 
of Oriental Orthodoxy as well as by the Berbers. 

The Julian calendar has two types of year: a 
normal year of 365 days and a leap year of 366 
days. It follows a simple cycle of three normal years 
and one leap year, giving an average year that is 
365.25 days long. That is more than the actual 
solar year value of 365.24219 days, which means 
the Julian calendar gains a day every 128 years.

The difference in the average length of the 
year between Julian (365.25 days) and Gregorian 
(365.2425 days) is 0.002%, making the Julian 10.8 
minutes longer. The accumulated effect of this 
difference over some 1600 years since the basis for 
calculation of the date of Easter was determined at the 
First Council of Nicea means for example that, from 
29 February Julian (13 March Gregorian) 1900 and 
until 28 February Julian (13 March Gregorian) 2100, 
the Julian calendar is 13 days behind the Gregorian 
calendar; one day after (i.e. on 29 February Julian or 
14 March Gregorian), the difference will be 14 days.

The Gregorian calendar spaces leap years 
to make its average year 365.2425 days long, 
approximating the 365.2422-day tropical year 
that is determined by the Earth’s revolution 
around the Sun. The rule for leap years is:

Every year that is exactly divisible by four 
is a leap year, except for years that are exactly 
divisible by 100, but these centurial years are 
leap years if they are exactly divisible by 400. For 
example, the years 1700, 1800, and 1900 are 
not leap years, but the years 1600 and 2000 are. 

The calendar was a revision of the Julian calendar 
and had two aspects. It shortened the average (calendar) 
year by 0.0075 days to stop the drift of the calendar with 
respect to the equinoxes. To deal with the drift since 
the Julian calendar was fi xed, the date was advanced 
10 days; Thursday 4 October 1582 was followed by 
Friday 15 October 1582. There was continuity in the 
cycle of weekdays and the Anno Domini calendar era. 
The reform also altered the lunar cycle used by the 
Church to calculate the date for Easter (computus), 
restoring it to the time of the year as originally 
celebrated by the early Church. This calendar era 
has the alternative secular name of “Common Era”.

The reform was adopted initially by the Catholic 
countries of Europe and their overseas possessions. 
Over the next three centuries, the Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox countries also moved to what they 
called the Improved calendar, with Greece being the 
last European country to adopt the calendar in 1923. 
During the 20th century, most non-Western countries 
also adopted the calendar, at least for civil purposes.

Conversion from Julian to Gregorian Dates

Gregorian Range Julian Range Difference

From 15 October 1582
to 28 February 1700

From 5 October 1582

to 18 February 1700

10 days

From 1 March 1700

to 28 February 1800

From 19 February 1700

to 17 February 1800

11 days

From 1 March 1800

to 28 February 1900

From 18 February 1800

to 16 February 1900

12 days

From 1 March 1900

to 28 February 2100

From 17 February 1900

to 15 February 2100

13 days

From 1 March 2100

to 28 February 2200

From 16 February 2100

to 14 February 2200

14 days

Difference between Gregorian and Julian Calendar Dates

Why are There Two Dates?
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During the period between 1582, when the fi rst 
countries adopted the Gregorian calendar, and 1923, 
when the last European country adopted it, it was 
often necessary to indicate the date of some event 
in both the Julian calendar and in the Gregorian 
calendar, for example, “10/21 February 1750/51,” 
where the dual year accounts for some countries 
already beginning their numbered year on 1 January 
while others were still using some other date. Even 
before 1582, the year sometimes had to be double 
dated because of the different beginnings of the year 

in various countries. Woolley, writing in his biography 
of John Dee (1527–1608/9), notes that immediately 
after 1582 English letter writers “customarily” used 
“two dates” on their letters, one OS and one NS.

References:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_cal-
endar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calen-
dar

Here are some fun facts that we learned 
at our Bon Voyage Party. For those of you 
who did not attend, see how many of the 
questions you get right! The answers are 
provided on page 16 of this newsletter.

1. How many passengers were planned 
to travel on the Speedwell to the New 
World? (Single answer)
a. 33 passengers
b. 46 passengers
c. 57 passengers
d. 74 passengers

2. What was/were the captain(s) names 
of the Speedwell? (Single or multiple 
answers)
a. Captain Blossom
b. Captain Reynolds
c. Captain Ahab
d. Captain Smith

3. How many ships bearing the name 
“Mayfl ower” are in the Port Books 
of England during the reign of King 
James (1603-1625)? (Single answer)
a. One
b. Five
c. Twelve
d. Twenty Six

Dual Dating

Fun Facts!

4. What was the other name of the 
Separatist Puritan Congregation? 
(Single answer)
a. Huguenots
b. Strangers
c. Greens
d. Brownists

5. How many attempts did the 
passengers and crew make to leave 
England? (Single answer)
a. One
b. Two
c. Three
d. Four

6. By the time the passengers left 
England, how long had they been 
living on board the ships? (Single 
answer)
a. One week
b. Four weeks
c. One and a half months
d. Two months

7. What denomination bill 
commemorates the Speedwell? (Single 
answer)
a. $100 bill
b. $500 bill
c. $1,000 bill
d. $10,000 bill
e. No bill commemorates the Speedwell



Issue No. 59 12 Autumn 2020

Need Help with Zoom?
Are you interested in joining our online 

meetings but are unsure how to access Zoom 
or are intimidated by the technology? 

With our current COVID-19 pandemic and 
our uncertain world, we have and will probably 
continue to conduct on-line Zoom meetings. 
Even when we are allowed to congregate, we 
will consider holding the meetings in person for 
those who feel comfortable and also online for 
those who would rather not congregate.

Please let us know if you would like help, 
and we will fi nd you someone that can help 
you join our online meetings. Please contact 
Governor Kathy Loftman.

We don’t want you to miss out on all our 
exciting upcoming events!

John Flanders Walker, Jr., 12th Generation from Stephen Hopkins

Leona Louise Amerman, 11th Generation from Edward Fuller

Brian Benjamin Cushman, 12th Generation from Miles Standish

Faye Ann Chubbuck Scarbrough, 12th Generation from Richard Warren

Gail Helen Borders Davis, 10th Generation from Miles Standish

Karen Sue Tomlison, 12th Generation from Isaac Allerton

Christen Ann Blackmun, 13th Generation from George Soule

Marcia Lynne Wickman Blackmun, 12th Generation from Peter Brown

Ross Warner Blackmun, 13th Generation from George Soule

Charleen Rae Pike Wickman, 11th Generation from Peter Brown

Susan Lucille Gardner, 12th Generation from William Brewster

Susan Ann Lanoue Ruff, 12th Generation from William White

Louise Annette Doane Esposito, 13th Generation from John Alden

Diane Patricia Gould Hall, 12th Generation from Edward Doty

Jaclyn Marie Choi-Ying Yip Joyce, 14th Generation from George Soule

Jacqualyn Ann Snow, 10th Generation from Samuel Fuller

Alison Light King, 11th Generation from John Alden

Douglas Scott Martin, 13th Generation from Isaac Allerton

David William Ryan, 11th Generation from William Brewster

Catherine Marie Cade Pope, 13th Generation from John Howland

Michelle Jean Hollomon, 12th Generation from George Soule

New San Diego Colony Members

Mayfl ower Bon Voyage Party!
Our San Diego Colony held a 

virtual Mayfl ower Bon Voyage Party on 
Saturday, September 12, 2020. The 
meeting was held via Zoom. 

The party commemorated the 
departure of the Mayfl ower passengers 
from England 400 years ago that week 
(September 6th or 16th, depending 
on which calendar you use). There 

was an introduction, fun facts where the party-goers 
tested their knowledge about the departure, a short 
travel log with history of what happened in July 
through early September 1620, an online toast to the 
departure (party-goers brought their own beverage for 
the toast), and a contest.

At the contest, each participant assumed they 
live in today’s world but were taken back to 1620 in 
a time machine. Each participant proposed a gift to 
the Mayfl ower passengers from 2020 that would have 
been helpful to them on their voyage and in the New 
World. They used their imagination and “brought” 
interesting gifts to the meeting. 

These gifts included:

• Water Filter (Marty Gabe)
• French Press and Coff ee (Judith Reale)
• Chinois (Jan Quigley)
• Swiss Army Pocket Knife, Emergency Thermal Blanket (Leona 

Amerman)
• GPS Device and GPS Satellite (Russ Loftman)
• Complete Medical Kit (Mary Celine Scott)
• Refrigerator, Lemons & Limes (Bill Smith)
• Toothbrush (Charlotte Squarcy)
• Multi Vitamins (Deb Coon)
• Life Jacket, Battery Operated Camping Lantern, Bag of 

Oranges (Amy Conboy)
• Dramamine, Aspirin, Sleeping Bag, and Star-Trek Transporter 

(Anonymous)
• Fully Crewed and Supplied Princess Cruise Ship (Anonymous)
• Hair Color and Electric Trimmer (Anonymous)
• Video Camera (Anonymous)

Special awards were given for the following gifts:

• Most Expensive: GPS Device and GPS Satellite
• Most Practical: Water Filter
• Most Healthy: Complete Medical Kit and Multi Vitamins
• Most Humorous: Hair Color and Electric Trimmer

All gift givers received a Mayfl ower face mask.
Thank you to all of those who joined us!
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In 2021, we plan to publish our San Diego 
Colony Mayfl ower 1620 – 2020 Cookbook. Our 
cookbook will include recipes of our ancestors 
that were used 400 years ago and your favorite 
Thanksgiving family recipes. We are also looking for 
your interesting family Thanksgiving traditions and 
stories. Please consider adding a picture of the dish 
and an accompanying story.

Here are the categories (so far):
Drink
Bread
Soup
Salad

Main Dish
Side Dish
Dessert

If you are interested in participating in this 
project or if you are interested in working on our 
cookbook team, please contact Governor Kathy 
Loftman.  We have developed a template for you to 
use to create your pages of the cookbook.

We look forward to your input to this interesting 
and memorable project!

On 17 September 2020, the Postal Service 
issued a commemorative stamp marking the 400th 
anniversary of the arrival of the Mayfl ower in 
Plymouth Harbor. The stamp’s image is based on 
artwork of watercolor, acrylic and gouache, a method 
of painting that uses opaque pigments ground in 
water and thickened to a glue-like consistency. 
The painting was digitally refi ned to convey a scene 
of desolate beauty at the end of the Pilgrims’ long 
journey to an unfamiliar world. Art director Greg 
Breeding designed the stamp with original art by 
Greg Harlin.

You may purchase the Mayfl ower stamp at your 
local post offi ce, depending on availability, or you 
may order the stamps online at:

https://store.usps.com/store/product/buy-
stamps/mayfl ower-in-plymouth-harbor-S_476704.

As members, we proudly display our names 
and the name of our Pilgrim Ancestors at 
our meetings.

If you are a new member or need a new 
badge, please contact:

Assistant Governor, Judith Reale,
sddesigngal@gmail.com

Please list your name, the way you want 
it displayed on your badge, and your 
Ancestor’s name.

The price of the badge is $12.00
Badges may be picked up in person at a 
meeting.

New member, Leona Amerman, brought to our 
attention this interesting and educational “tour” of 
the Mayfl ower provided by Family Search. The tour 
includes:

• An exploration of the inside of the Mayfl ower ship
• What life was like on the voyage
• What happened to the “other” ship, Speedwell
• Why the departure was delayed
• What the voyage was like
• Arrival at Cape Cod and living onboard the 

Mayfl ower ship
• Why the Mayfl ower Compact was written
• Where the Mayfl ower replica is located

Enjoy the tour! 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/virtu-
al-tour-mayfl ower-ship/

San Diego Colony
Mayfl ower 1620 - 2020 Cookbook

DO YOU NEED A BADGE?

Take a Virtual Tour of the
Mayfl ower

Mayflower Stamp is Out!
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We have several opportunities for you to support 
our San Diego Mayfl ower Society by providing 
donations. Each of these items would make a great 
Thanksgiving or holiday gift. Would you like to share 
a bottle of Lucas & Luellen Docetto or Chardonnay 
wine at your Thanksgiving table? Did you know that 
both of these types of wines were around at the time 
of the fi rst Thanksgiving? Or perhaps you would like 
to give a gift of a nocturnal used for night navigation 
or a compass engraved with our offi cial Mayfl ower 

2020 Logo on it.* The Mayfl ower stickers and bag 
maks a great stocking stuffers!

If you are interested in any of these items, please 
contact Governor Kathy Loftman. 

Call her at (858) 756-1718 or on the internet at,
sdcolonygov2020kl@gmail.com

We will determine a way to get these items to you!
*There is a more extensive selection of Mayfl ower nautical 

instruments on the Stanley London website. See the article in this 
newsletter, page 16, for the hyperlink. 

Our San Diego Colony is creating our 2020 San 
Diego Colony Directory listing our members. We 
are completing the compilation and verifi cation of 
information throughout early fall in hopes to publish 
our Directory in winter 2021. Our Directory will be 
available both electronically as well as hardcopy. 
We plan to charge for both the hardcopy and the 
electronic directory. The price will be $10 for an 
electronic or hard copy.

Thank you for your incredible response to our 
request for updated information. We now have heard 
from over 90% of our more than 365 members. For 
those of you who have yet to respond, there is still 
time, and we would love to hear from you. 

We hope you will enjoy the fi nal product!
If you have questions, please contact Governor 

Kathy Loftman or Assistant Governor Judith Reale.

San Diego Colony Directory

San Diego 2020 Donation Opportunities
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The United States 
Mint and The Royal 
Mint (United Kingdom) 
have collaborated to 
create two limited-
edition sets marking 
the 400th anniversary 
of the Mayfl ower 
voyage.

The United States 
Mint and The Royal 

Mint have produced a joint two-coin gold proof 
set and a silver coin and medal proof set that 
will be released for sale this fall. The coin and 
medal designs come together to tell the story of 
the Pilgrims, the Mayfl ower‘s journey, and the 
impact the Pilgrims’ arrival had on the native 
Wampanoag people.

The 24-karat gold set features a one-quarter 
ounce proof U.S. $10 coin and a one-quarter 
ounce proof U.K. £25 coin. The silver ounce-
proof £2 coin and medal set are struck in 0.999 
fi ne silver.

The reverse of the U.K. coins and the U.S. 
coin and medal contained in the sets were 
designed by Chris Costello, who used multiple 
stylistic elements to tie them together. These 
include the choice of font and North Star on 
the U.K. coin, which connects to the image of 
the sun in the U.S. coin, symbolizing a new 
day. That symbolism is also a reference to the 
Wampanoag people who inhabited the region, 
and were known as the “People of the Dawn.”

Bill Smith Presented The 
Pilgrims, the Mayfl ower, and the 
Plymouth Colony

The Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at UCSD (Osher) is 
devoted to presenting courses 
designed for retired persons 
during the UCSD academic 
year. Most Osher courses are 

presented by professional academicians; however, 
Osher customarily reserves dates and times for 
member presentations. On Tuesday, October 27, San 
Diego Mayfl ower Society Parliamentarian and Osher 
member, Bill Smith, gave the presentation to Osher. 

Bill discussed the English origins of the Pilgrims, 
their sojourn in Holland, and the history of the 
Plymouth Colony. 

He offered to make this presentation in order to 
commemorate the four hundredth anniversary of the 
arrival of the Pilgrims at Cape Cod in November. 

Because of Osher’s demographics, all Osher 
UCSD courses in the fall and winter quarters will be 
presented over Zoom.  They are available to Osher 
members only.  Osher’s webpage contains instruction 
on how to join.  You may also contact Osher by email 
at olli@ucsd.edu or call 858-534-3400.

Internet at:
https://extension.ucsd.edu/olli/membership

Bill Smith Presents at Osher Institute on October 27, 2020

United States Mint and Royal 
Mint Collaborate on Mayfl ower 
Anniversary Coins and Medals

Junior Membership

Dear San Diego Colony members,

If you have children or grandchildren 
please consider sponsoring them as Junior 
Members. This is an honorary member-
ship with a one time fee of $50. Juniors 
receive a welcome packet that includes a 
membership certifi cate, information on 
their Mayfl ower passenger ancestor and 
a book.  They will also receive a Compact 
Day greeting in the mail each year. The 
application is on the state website:

https://www.camayfl ower.org/junior-member-
ships.html

Applications can be emailed to:

camayfl owerjuniors@gmail.com  

The application fee is due after the 
sponsorship is approved.  

In Mayfl ower Service,

Amy Conboy
Junior Membership Chair
California Mayfl ower Society
Education Chair
San Diego Colony



Issue No. 59 16 Autumn 2020

Mayfl ower 2020 Commemorative Gifts
This year, we are commemorating the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayfl ower 

and the founding of Plymouth Colony. This is an exciting opportunity to remember the 
Mayfl ower landing and the passengers and to share their inspirational story. 

Stanley London has partnered with the San Diego Colony to help raise money to fund 
our 2020 events. Stanley London offers replicas of maritime instruments used during May-
fl ower times. Each instrument is engraved to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the 
Mayfl ower voyage. These timeless keepsakes make great gifts, and your purchase will help 
support our educational and historical projects.

The items may be ordered from the website at: 
http://www.brasscompass.com/Mayfl ower-San-Diego-Colony.htm

1. The correct answer is: b
There were 16 men, 11 women, and 19 children for a total 
of 46 passengers who planned to sail on the Speedwell.

2. The correct answers are: a and b
Leiden Separatist, Captain Blossom, bought Speedwell 
in Holland, and embarked from Delfshaven on 22 July 
1620. The passengers then sailed under the command 
of Captain Reynolds to Southampton, England to meet 
sister ship, Mayflower.

3. The correct answer is: d
26 vessels bearing the name Mayflower are in the Port 
Books of England during the reign of James (1603-1625).

4. The correct answer is: d
The Brownists were a group of English Dissenters or 
early Separatists from the Church of England. They were 
named after Robert Browne, who was born at Tolethorpe 
Hall in Rutland, England in the 1550’s.

5. The correct answer is: c
Three: once from Southampton on 5/15 August; once 

from Darthmouth on 21/31 August; and finally from 
Plymouth on 6/16 September. The issue was primarily 
the leaking Speedwell.

6. The correct answer is: c
The passengers had been living on board the ships for 
one and a half months, from July 22 to September 6th.

7. The correct answer is: d
In 1837, Robert Weir was commissioned by the United 
States Congress to paint an historical depiction of the 
Pilgrims. This painting was placed in the US Capitol 
Rotunda at Washington, DC in December 1843. Known 
as the Embarkation of the Pilgrims, the remarkable 12 
by 18 foot painting is a scene on board Speedwell while 
harbored in Delfs Haven, Holland. The historical event 
dramatized took place on 22 July 1620. The Embarkation 
of the Pilgrims is depicted on the reverse of the 10,000 
dollar bill (Federal Reserve Note) issued in 1918. Only five 
examples of this bill are known, and none exists outside 
of institutional collections.

Fun Facts Answers


