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The February President’s Weekend Luncheon and Meeting of the San Diego Colony 

of the Society of Mayflower Descendants of the State of California was called to 

order by Governor Budd Leef at 11:37 am.  The meeting was held at the Green 

Dragon Tavern and Museum in Carlsbad, California. 

The Invocation was given by Colony Elder Joyce Shiloff.  Governor Budd Leef 

introduced Bill Peters, President of the San Diego Chapter of the Sons of the 

American Revolution (SAR), who conducted the Flag Opening and the Pledge of 

Allegiance. The SAR Color Guard presented the Colors along with Mayflower 

member, Kathy Loftman. The Pilgrim Pledge was led by Mayflower Corresponding 

Secretary, Jennifer Anklesaria. 

Governor Budd Leef welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming to the 

meeting which saluted our Pilgrim ancestors and the great U.S. 

Presidents…Abraham Lincoln and George Washington.  Governor Leef introduced 

special guests: 

 Bill Peters—President, San Diego Chapter SAR 

 Ray Raser—California Mayflower Governor-South 
 Gail Raser—Co-Editor (with Ray Raser) of the California Mayflower Quarterly 
 Jeanette Shiel—professional genealogist & Past President of the North San 

Diego Genealogical Society & member of the Connecticut Mayflower Society 
 Ken Whittemore—Former Colony and CA State Governor 

 Jan Landt—CA State Elder and former Colony Governor 
 Rick Bailey—CA State Captain and former Colony Governor 
 Kathy Loftman—CA 2020 Committee Member & San Diego Colony Ass’t 

Governor 
 Jane Holt Wong—guest speaker 

 Carole Curran—guest speaker 
 Karon Jarrard—DAR Honorary State Regent 

 Laura Chandler Jacobson—DAR Regent, Rancho Buena Vista Chapter 
 Jan Quigley—Daughters of 1812,  CA State Recording Secretary 

 

Governor Leef gave special thanks to Sonja Itson for greeting everyone this 

morning and preparing nametags.  He also thanked Susan Mattern for making the 

table decorations which are available for a $5 donation. 



Membership Chair, Judith Reale, introduced new CA Mayflower members:  Debby 

Anderson, Ruth Martyn, Debby Parks, Sandra Phillips, and Valerie Leman. Judith 

asked guests who were working on their Mayflower applications to stand and 

receive a welcome. 

Membership Chair, Judith Reale, with the assistance of Callie Leef and Colony 

Recording Secretary, Cathy Smith, presented the Roll Call of Pilgrim Ancestors.  

John Howland had the most ancestors present. 

Education Chair, Amy Conboy, explained that the proceeds from the Opportunity 

Drawing would be used for our own colony fund (the Colony Scholarship Program).  

The $1000 scholarship will be awarded to the winner of the essay contest in May.  

It is open to eligible High School Seniors, or College Freshman & Sophomores. The 

due date for the essay is April 15th and more information is posted on the web 

page. 

The Meal Grace was delivered by Colony BOA Delegate, Kathleen Norris. 

---Break for lunch--- 

Ass’t Governor, Kathy Loftman, introduced the speakers:  Carole Curran, CA 

Mayflower 2020 Rose Parade Float Chair, and Jane Holt Wong, Clothing 

Coordinator, CA Mayflower 2020 Committee. 

Carole Curran announced that the Rose Parade theme is “The Power of Hope” and 

that the theme for the Mayflower float is “The Voyage of Hope”. Carole stated that 

she is working closely with the float builder (Fiesta Parade Floats) on developing a 

float design worthy of the 400th Anniversary of the 1620 voyage of the Mayflower to 

Plymouth, MA.  There should be a color rendering of the float to share by June.  To 

prepare for the actual float assembly—there will be some “Dry Decorating Days”.  

“Dry Decorating Days” involve preparation of the various materials used to create 

the float.  She is looking for 50-70 people per 4 hour shifts.  Carole is encouraging 

colonies to provide snacks/food for volunteers (Petal Pushers) for the different 8 

hour shifts during “Decorating Week” which is December 26th through December 

30th.  This is when the Petal Pushers apply the materials and decorate the float.  

Carole requested that anyone with a unique skill or resources to contact the Colony, 

State website, or State Treasurer.  Carole Curran presented a theme pin (“Power of 

Hope”) to Budd Leef, Kathy Loftman, Ray Raser, & Gail Raser. 

Jane Holt Wong’s presentation was called “Authentic Pilgrim Clothing”. She stated 

that her goal as an authentic Pilgrim clothing designer is that reenactors tell a 

story.  Costumes should make the individual or group believable.  Jane visually 

displayed and shared natural fibers, colors, period styling, construction methods, 



and accessories of both men and women Pilgrim clothing.  Jane explained the 

misconception that Pilgrims only dressed in black clothing and buckles.  She shared 

that the basic apparel for Pilgrim men would have consisted of a doublet, breeches, 

shirt, stockings, latchet shoes, and a hat.  The basic apparel for Pilgrim women 

would have consisted of a shift or chemise, a bodice/waistcoat/jacket, petticoat or 

shirt, stockings, latchet shoes, and coif or hat. 

Budd Leef and Kathy Loftman thanked the guest speakers, Carole Curran and Jane 

Holt Wong, and presented them with a Colony Certificate.   

MAYFLOWER  BUSINESS  

Governor Leef announced that the Minutes of the October 2018 Colony Meeting 

have been reviewed and approved by the Executive Board. They have been posted 

onto the website. 

Governor Budd Leef announced that the 2020 Rose Parade Design and Essay 

Contest closes on February 28th. It is open to California Junior and Junior Life 

Members up to the age of 18 years.  See the CA State website for details.  The 

winner will be a featured rider on our Mayflower float. 

Treasurer Jan Quigley reported that the total balance on the checking, savings, and 

CD is $18, 733.47. 

Amy Conboy shared that the raffle included 8 items which raised $206 which will be 

placed in our colony scholarship fund. 

Governor Leef stated that the next CA Board of Assistance Meeting will be held on 

March 16th in Oakland, CA. 

Carole Curran announced that it hasn’t been determined just how many people will 

be allowed to walk or ride on the Mayflower float in the Rose Parade.  The 

Mayflower Committee will have to approve all attire.  

Ray Raser encouraged people to donate money to build the float.  He wanted us to 

spread the word.  The San Diego Colony is also fundraising through special 

purchase items (wine $30), Stanley London items, window stickers etc. 

Valerie Leman suggested that we pass around a basket at every meeting and 

members & guests could donate coins/dollars. 

Kathy Loftman announced that the float design team will come to San Diego for 

“Dry Decorating Day” at the end of the summer.  Volunteers for “Colony Petal 

Pushers” are needed. 



Kathy stated that the speaker for the November San Diego Colony Meeting will be 

Caleb Johnson, a Mayflower historian.  She mentioned some future dates/events: 

 May 2020—Commemoration Ball 

 September 2020—at the National level there will be a major event in 

Plymouth, MA 

 November 2020—the Plimouth Plantation West will be held in Balboa Park 

Jim/Susan Mattern shared that the table centerpieces are available for a $5 

donation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Kathy Loftman announced that the next San Diego Colony meeting will be 

held on Saturday, May 18th.  The speaker will be Marilyn McPhie.  She is a 

historical storyteller. She will focus on what the Mayflower passengers were 

doing, and what was going on in their world one year before the voyage. Her 

presentation is entitled “Letters from Rubbish Alley: Stories from Leiden 

before the Voyage”. 

 

 Jennifer Anklesaria requested volunteers to help judge at the History Day 

event at the San Diego County Education Center on March 2nd. 

 

 Governor Budd Leef stated that there would be 2 short meetings following 

the general meeting: 

A Colony Board Meeting 

A Colony 2020 Committee Meeting 

 

 Kathleen Norris gave a memoriam for Elizabeth Barber Lusk. 

 

 Colony Elder Joyce Shiloff gave the Benediction. 

 

 Bill Peters led the SAR Retirement of the Colors. 

 

 Governor Budd Leef thanked the SAR for their involvement in the meeting.  

He thanked everyone for attending. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00. 

 

Submitted by:  

Cathy Smith 
Colony Recording Secretary 



 

                                      

  


