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The San Diego Colony 

The Society of Mayflower Descendants 

in the State of California 

 

Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 

25 August 2018 

 

 

The Executive Board Meeting was held at the home office of Kathy and Russ Loftman in 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA. 

 

Meeting Call to Order 

• The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Governor Budd Leef. 

 

Executive Board Members Present: 

o Budd Leef (Governor) 

o Kathleen Loftman (Assistant Governor) 

o Bev Willey (Historian) 

o Bill Smith (Parliamentarian) 

o Kathleen Norris (BOA Board Delegate) 

o Judith Reale (Membership Chair) 

o Amy Conboy (Education Chair) 

o Susan Mattern (Decorations Co-Chair) 

o James Mattern (Decorations Co-Chair) 

o Sonya Itson (Hospitality Chair) 

o Ray Raser (Immediate Past Governor) 

o Gail Raser (Past Governor) 

• There was a quorum. 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction 

• Governor Leef greeted the new board. 

• Governor Leef mentioned that a memorial service for Anita Guenin was held earlier 

in the day, and a copy of the program from the service was available to read. 

• Governor Leef asked the board members to introduce themselves. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of May Meeting 

• The new board had been sent the minutes from the last General Meeting in May. A 

motion was made by Membership Chair Reale to approve the minutes; 

Parliamentarian Smith seconded the motion. The minutes from the last General 

Meeting in May were approved. 

 

3. Appointments of Committee Chairs (Approval and Discussion) 

• The appointments of the committee members took place at the May meeting. The 

committee chairs reported the status of their chair. 

• Membership 
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o Membership Chair Reale stated that it would be nice to have more 

communication between the entry of the application into the CA system and 

the approval. She would like to get in contact with the applicants earlier in the 

process to help them with their research and invite them to our meetings. 

o She suggested that the State of CA use an electronic application form in the 

future. 

o She would like to refresh the gift bags that are provided to the new members, 

including changing to the black and pink logo colors and embellished 

contents. She asked about the amount in the budget for the gift bags. 

o The board discussed the membership list; it needs to be updated, especially 

the email addresses. 

o Past Governor Gail Raser reported that we have 200 emails and approximately 

90 members for which we have no email addresses. 

o The concern is that many members do not receive sufficient information about 

the upcoming meetings and colony activities. 

o There was discussion about setting up an email address for the Governor. 

o Action: Governor Leef, Membership Chair Reale, Assistant Governor 

Loftman, and Immediate Past Governor Ray Raser will meet to discuss the 

plan. 

o Membership Chair Reale will provide additional membership ideas to 

Immediate Past Governor Ray Raser for consideration at the state level. 

• Hospitality 

o Hospitality Chair Itson received the box of name tags from the previous chair. 

• Decorations 

o Decorations Co-Chairs Mattern reported that the decorations were received 

from the previous chair. They described the inventory and asked if there was a 

budget for additional decorations. For the next meeting in November, they 

will use what they have. 

• Education 

o Education Chair Conboy reported that she is responsible for the opportunity 

drawing, the colony scholarship, and school classroom presentations. She will 

start advertising for our 2018 November event in mid September. 

• Parliamentarian 

o Parliamentarian Smith has obtained a current copy of the Roberts Rules and 

has reviewed the by-laws of the colony. 

 

4. Governor’s Report 

• Governor Leef reported that he has information he needs to get to the colony 

members. 

o Rose Parade updates from the CA Governor 

o Requests for decorating Tournament of Roses floats this year 

o Go Fund Me and Face Book accounts for the CA Statement Mayflower 2020 

activities 

• He requested an email list from the Past Governors Rasers. 

• He suggested we build a prospective and friends list as well as the membership list 
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5. Treasurer’s Report and Auditor 

• The Treasurer’s Report was sent out to the Board members for review 

• A question was raised as to whether we have a formal budget that the Board 

approves; the answer was no, that the budget was reviewed on an as-needed basis. 

• A question was raised as to whether we could sell the decorations for each meeting as 

a fund raiser. 

• 2020 Chair Loftman reported that the current account for the 2020 activities is 

$2,074.83. 

• There was a question about an audit of the Treasurer’s books. According to the 

colony by-laws, the books are reviewed by an auditor when the Treasurer position 

turns over to another individual. 

• There was a question as to whether it would be better to increase the CD to $5K to 

receive a better return. Governor Leef and Treasurer Quigley will investigate. 

• Governor Leef’s signature is now on the bank account. 

• The Treasurer’s Report is attached: 

Designated 
Donations Balance 19 May 2018.pdf

Treasurer Report 
5-19-2018.pdf

 
 

6. 2018 Plimoth Plantation West 

• Assistant Governor Loftman delayed her report which was discussed at the 

subsequent meeting after the Board meeting adjourned. 

• The minutes for that meeting are attached at the end of the minutes. 

 

7. Program/Speaker Ideas 

• The following program/speaker ideas were discussed: 

o November 2018 – Plimoth Plantation West 2018—In Anticipation 

(confirmed); to be held at Green Dragon Tavern and Museum 

o February 2019 – Period Clothing of the Mayflower Passengers (confirmed); to 

be held at Green Dragon Tavern and Museum 

o May 2019 – Membership Chair Reale to provide suggestions to Assistant 

Governor Loftman 

o November 2019 – Caleb Johnson (confirmed) 

• There was a discussion on where future events should be held considering the colony 

members are dispersed throughout the county of San Diego. In addition to the Green 

Dragon Tavern and Museum, the Officer’s Club at Miramar was mentioned as well as 

Bernardo Heights Country Club 

8. Colony Roster Update Ideas 

• See notes above in the Membership section. 

 

9. Open Discussion 

• Immediate Past Governor Ray Raser announced that Governor Leef and Assistant 

Governor Loftman will represent the Mayflower Society at the San Diego 

Genealogical Council during their term in office. 
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Meeting Adjournment 

• Governor Leef adjourned the meeting at 4:25 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Kathleen Loftman 

Assistant Governor 
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Mayflower 2020 Planning Session 
Plimoth Plantation West—November 11, 2018 

Meeting Minutes 

2018 
1. Displays 

Half of the displays have been created. Several were on display. 
The Passport lists the displays: 
 Timeline: In Anticipation 

Video of Pilgrim Myths 
Display of Pilgrim Toys 
Quill and Ink 
Children of the Mayflower/Who Survived the First Year 
Mayflower Compact 
Who Are Your Ancestors 
Baked Good for Sale 
Who Were the Pilgrims: Fun Facts 
Logo Items for Sale 
Wampanoags/Native Americans 
Weapons of the Mayflower Passengers 
Period Attire 

2. Layout of Venue 
Judith has developed the layout for the venue and provided the site layout for review 

3. Handouts/Artifacts 
We are collecting handouts and artifacts for the displays 
We are still in need of artifacts for the Wampanoag/Native Americans and Luggage of the 
Passenger Displays (small display) 

4. Food for Sale 
Kathy spoke with Selina the caterer for the House of England; she is unable to support our 
event; we will plan to make the baked goods ourselves unless we find another caterer 
before November; the House of England will supply the drinks 

5. Reenactors 
a. Clothes—most of the reenactors have plans for making/purchasing their clothes; 

Kathy asked those who need help to contact her 
b. Roles/Script—Kathy passed out scripts to the reenactors who attended the planning 

meeting; the remainder of the scripts will be sent 
c. Language—Kathy also passed out two articles on “speaking Pilgrim” to be 

considered when talking to guests 
d. Bev Willey volunteers to be a reenactor! She plans to be Alice Bradford (William’s 

second wife) 
6. Display Hosts 

The following booths need hosts: 
Timeline: In Anticipation 
Baked Goods for Sale 
Who Were the Pilgrims: Fun Facts 

7. Wampanoags/Native Americans 
Kathy has not yet heard back from Ral Christman; there is a backup plan to present a display 
on the Wampanoags 
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8. Public Relations 
a. Articles—we should be publishing articles in local newspapers in the late 

September, early October timeframe; Kathy will work with Bill Peters on this 
b. Photography—Bill will take the official pictures for the 2018 event; others are 

welcome to take pictures as well; we need to collect pictures the week following the 
event to use in the Mayflower meeting presentation on 11/18/18 

9. Outreach 
a. Schools—Jennnifer and Amy are reaching out to the schools in October 
b. Historical Societies—we will reach out to the historical societies in San Diego in mid 

September, early October; Kathy has created a list of organizations to reach out to 
c. Other—we are looking for other suggestions on who to reach out to 

10. Donations 
Kathy circulated a list of donations received and requested; she thanked the planning 
committee for their generosity; a plaque will be displayed at each booth with the donor, and 
each will be recognized at the November meeting 

11. Next Mayflower Meeting 
The next Mayflower meeting will be held on November 18, 2018 (the week after the Plimoth 
Plantation West event); the topic will be on the Pilmoth Plantation West event 

12. Next Planning Meeting—Kathy will reach out to our planning committee to discuss a 
meeting in late September or early October; individual meetings of volunteer groups will 
also be held 

 

2019-2020 
 
San Diego 
1. Colonial Tea 

It was suggested that a memorial tea in honor of Anita Guenin be held in 2019 or 
2020 

2. Padres 
Budd announced that plans for this event will be forthcoming this next year  

3. Parades 
Kathy asked if there is interested in participating in an upcoming parade; the 
decision to participate will be determined after Plimoth Plantation West 2018 

4. Plimoth Plantation West 2020 
Depending on how well Plimoth Plantation West 2018 goes, we will plan for an 
event in 2020; Fran Weekly, our hostess from the House of England, will be retiring 
at the end of this year; her replacement has not been determined 

5. Programs 
Kathy asked for suggestions on upcoming programs; February is planned to be on 
Mayflower period attire; Kathy Hughes and her husband have agreed to speak. 
Judith has ideas for May and next year which we will pursue; Kathy contacted with 
Caleb Johnson and he will present at our November 2019 event as our keynote 
speaker. 

 
State of California 
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1. Tournament of Roses—we have been conditionally accepted by the Tournament of Roses 
for a float entry 

a. Period Attire—decision on the criteria are being determined and should be finalized 
by February 

b. Bill Peter’s Role—he has been asked to be the official photographer for the 
Tournament of Roses parade for the Mayflower Society; he will be able to take 
pictures from the official photography stations on the parade route in his white suit 

2. Juniors’ Float Contest—the juniors float design contest will probably be extended to the 
end of the year; members with grandchildren and Mayflower juniors are encouraged to 
participate; the winner gets to ride in the float 

3. Coin Sales—the colony coins have been distributed and are for sale to the colony; Budd has 
the coins for sale 

4. Formal Dinner on Yacht—there is a proposal to hold a formal ball at the state level on a 
yacht in the Newport Beach area; Sue Butler is in charge 

5. Horserace—there is a proposal to host a room at the Santa Anita racetrack and sponsor a 
race; our group proposed it be held in Del Mar instead or in addition 

6. Other Colonies—Kathy passed around a list of what the other CA colonies are doing in 
support of the 2020 activities; Sequoia, Santa Barbara, and Orange County are the most 
active in addition to our colony 

7. Beer—Kathy has sent information about “sponsoring” a commemorative beer to Tad 
Reynales and Budd Leef who will work with our CA Mayflower general counsel, Jonathan 
Dickey, on the details. 

 
National 
1. Coin—the coin initiative is still progressing; we expect to hear updates from the Chicago 

National meeting in September 
2. Stamps—the stamp initiative is still progressing; we expect to hear updates from the 

Chicago National meeting in September 
3. Plymouth MA event—Ray announced that there is a lot of activity in planning for the major 

event in September 2020 

 


