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========================================================================= 
Governor’s Message 

 

The San Diego Colony was honored to host GSMD Governor General Lea Filson and her husband Ron at the 
June 2017 Biannual State Meeting at the Green Dragon Tavern and Museum in Carlsbad.  The membership 
meeting featured GG Filson’s address and the 
voting and swearing in of the new 2017-2019 CA 
Mayflower State Officers.  A special thanks to 
Gail Raser who assisted Deputy Governor South 
Marcia Huntley Maloney in the logistics of this 
event.  Gail wishes to thank the San Diego Colony 
members who assisted her in making it all happen.  
Norma Wolfarth made the table decorations, Belle 
Bohn made nametags for all who registered, Belle 
and Jan Quigley hosted the check-in table, 
Kathleen Loftman and Budd Leef worked the 
concessions table, and Anita and Bruce Guenin 
assisted with set-up along with providing music 
during the check-in.  Great team-work! 
 

Also we appreciate our colony member and CA 
State Captain Rick Bailey for taking the 
responsibility for the preparation of the Mayflower logo shopping bags that were distributed to all registered 
members and guests, and to Budd Leef for designing and purchasing the Mayflower stickers that also serve as a 
fundraiser.  Both of these items will be available for purchase at our fall Compact Day meeting in November. 
 

Another item the board felt our colony was in need of was a Mayflower flag.  I contracted with a flag company 
and had a banner flag made for our colony to display at our meetings and to be used in community events and 
parades.  With the 2020 events coming up I am sure there will be lots of opportunities to “show our colors”. 
 

Our first San Diego Colony matching funds scholarship winner, Tyler White, was presented a certificate at the 
state meeting by our Scholarship Chairperson Amy Conboy.  Tyler will be attending UC Davis and majoring in 
statistics.  Tyler was also the first place winner in the CA Mayflower State Scholarship and presented his state 
essay to the assembly at the luncheon.  The essay was Elder William Brewster’s letter to his eldest son Jonathan 
who had remained in Leyden, Holland and lost his wife and child.  The presentation did result in some moist 
eyes in the audience. 
 

Our San Diego Colony 2020 Committee, chaired by Kathy Loftman, has held several planning meetings and I 
have been told by state, is one of the best organized and most active of all the CA State Colonies Please contact 
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Kathy if you would like to participate or learn more about the upcoming events. Our Education Chair, Amy 
Conboy, is working with members who would like to present a brief educational presentation in the upcoming 
fall months.  It is a very timely activity and she has some lovely Mayflower posters and lessons for children and 
adults alike.  If you would like to make a brief presentation to any class or small groups you might be in contact 
with, please let Amy know and she will be happy to assist. 
 

Our next meeting will be our annual Compact Day meeting and luncheon to be held at the Marine Corps 
Officers Club, Miramar on November 18th.  Please mark you calendar now for this event.  A newsletter with 
reservation information will be coming out the first of November. 
 

In Service, 
 

Ray Raser, San Diego Colony Governor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Diego Colony 2016 – 2018 Officers 

 
 

Governor:   Ray Raser  760-743-2950    rayrasergov@gmail.com 

Assistant Governor:  Budd Leef  858-672-2278    dustyleef@hotmail.com 
Recording Secretary:  Kathleen Loftman 858-756-1718    loftman@earthlink.net 
Correspondence Secretary: Wayne Rogers  951-246-4181    roger-wayne1@hotmail.com 
Treasurer:   Jan Quigley                             Tbirdfor2@roadrunner.com 
Elder:    Joyce Shiloff  858-457-5885    REGLA3@aol.com 
Historian:   Jennifer Anklesaria 619-985-5449      jennifer@anklesaria.com 
CA BOA Delegate   Kathleen Norris 760-931-9054    knorrislaw@aol.com 
Advisor/Past Governor: Gail Raser  760-855-5470    mayflowersandiego@gmail.com 
Web Master:   Budd Leef  858-672-2278    dustyleef@hotmail.com 
Membership Secretary: Anita Guenin  858-581-3285    ACGuenin@yahoo.com 
Education Chairman: Amy Conboy  619-3035848    conboyamy@cox.net 
Hospitality:   Belle Bohn  760-7323587    bjbohn1@mac.com 
Parliamentarian:  Kathleen Norris 760-931-9054    knorrislaw@aol.com 
Decorations:   Norma Wohlfarth 760-724-3033    normawohlf@cox.net 
 

San Diego Colony 
Upcoming Events 

 
 

September 8 – 12, 2017: 
GSMD meeting in Plymouth, 

MA 
 

September 19 – October 2, 
2017: Mayflower Historic Sites 
Tour of England and Holland. 

 

October 21, 2017: CA 
Mayflower Library Open 

House. Oakland, CA  
 

November 18, 2017: Compact 
Day at Officer’s Club Miramar   
 

Welcome New Members 
Elected June 2017 
 
Ann Williams Nelson 
CA#9163, G#91533 
13th from STEPHEN HOPKINS 
 
Joseph Raymond Raser 
CA 9166, G#91577 
13th from WILLIAM BREWSTER 
 
William James Frederick 
CA9150, G#91333 
13th from WILLIAM BREWSTER 

 
Welcome New Members 
Elected August 2017 

 
Charles Thomas Boyd 
CA#9175, G#91672 
11th from GEORGE SOULE 
 

 

Robert Wilbur Buckley III 
CA#9178 G# 91755 (Junior Life) 
 
14th from STEPHEN HOPKINS 
 
Stephen John Pattison 
CA#9184, G#91794 
11th from ISAAC ALLERTON 

 
Curt Quentin Harris 
CA# 9190  G# 91890 
12th from WILLIAM BRADFORD 

 
Supplementals Approved  
 August 2017 

 
ELAINE ANN (MANTER) 
GIFFORD 
SUPP# 2068, CA# 9107, G# 90655 
12th from SUSANNA CHILTON 
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Thanksgiving is More Than Turkey  
By Tyler White  

 

When people talk about Thanksgiving, students think of school vacation, families think of getting together, 
moms think about planning a big meal and there are always those turkey jokes. That’s when I stop for a moment 
and think about the real meaning of Thanksgiving. For myself, I have a lot to think about. On my mom’s side of 
the family, I have eleven proven ancestors from the Mayflower voyage. 
 

My ancestors were on the Mayflower for a variety of reasons.  These reasons consist of earning a living, 
searching for religious freedom, and being a child of a parent going. No matter what the reasons were, the basic 
outcome was the same. They learned about hardship, doing without basic comforts, dealing with the unknown 
and basic survival.  
 

These life lessons are not easy to learn in today’s society. I have so much opportunity and many options in 
society today that makes it difficult to truly understand what it was like for my ancestors who lived during this 
time in history. I believe it’s important for me to read about my ancestors and learn from them. 

 
For example, I am descended from William Brewster and his 
son Jonathan. William Brewster took part of his family on the 
Mayflower voyage to escape religious persecution, but his eldest 
son Jonathan remained in England. I have to think how hard 
that must have been for both father and son. In that time, 
families often stayed close together. I believe that Jonathan 
stayed behind for the sake of his wife who was pregnant at the 
time. Unfortunately, Jonathan lost both his wife and baby 
during the first year that his parents went to New England. He 
later joined his parents in New England. 
 

In the previous example, both father and son suffered 
hardships, but they did not let that destroy them. They learned 
to adapt to the situation they faced and were able to move 
forward with their lives. This is a good lesson for me. When 
there are hard decisions to make, I know I must gather up facts 

to make the best decision for myself without letting emotion cloud my judgment. I am in the middle of making 
hard decisions for my future right now. I’ve been accepted to all five colleges that I have applied to for the fall. I 
must now gather all the information I can about each of them to make the best choice for me to attend. I realize 
I will be spending the next four years at the school, making new friends and being exposed to new opportunities. 
Although it’s just for four years, this is a big decision for me in my life right now.  
 
One of my other Mayflower ancestors is John Alden. He was not on the Mayflower because of religious 
persecution, but was asked by his distant relative, Captain Smith, to be the ship’s cooper. Little information was 
known about John’s family, so perhaps he was on his own making a living. He had been working as a cooper 
and would earn more money working on the Mayflower, so he took this opportunity to travel. This is good 
learning point for me, to be aware of opportunities that come into my life. Just a few weeks ago I had the 
opportunity to go with a group of people from my church on a missionary outreach trip to Mexico. When the 
opportunity was presented to me, I wasn’t sure if I’d be able to attend. I would be missing a week from school 
and would have to make up all my schoolwork on my own. I’m taking three AP courses right now, so that’s a lot 
to miss. I decided to go on the trip and it was worth it! I learned so much about other societies and myself in the 
process. I did end up making up all my work and I hope to get the opportunity to go again. 
 

 
Amy Conboy presents a certificate to first San Diego 

Colony scholarship recipient, Tyler White  
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Through John Alden’s spirit of adventure, he traveled, met new people, learned new lessons and decided to stay 
in New England instead of returning to England. As a result, John Alden and his wife, Prisilla Mullens, ended up 
having the largest group of descendants of any pilgrim society.  Thanksgiving is a day to celebrate with family 
and friends. It’s also a day to remember the sacrifices of those who came before us and paved the way for the 
opportunities we have today; for that I am truly thankful.  
 
================================================================= 

SAVE THE DATE 
  

Mayflower Library in Oakland  
Photos by Dianne Sweeny  

  

 California Mayflower Society has moved to 2201 Broadway, Suite LL13,  
Oakland.  We are right across the hall from California Genealogy Society (CGS) and we have become best 

friends.  October is “Genealogy Month” and Mayflower Society along with CGS are inviting you to visit our 
new library and office the afternoon of October 21 to help us celebrate.   

Open House 2:00 –4:00 pm.  Put the date on your calendar! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Committee Report 
The San Diego Colony 2020 Committee, chaired by Kathy Loftman, is continuing their work on plans for the 
2020 celebration events.  One of the major events is working with the International Cottage from England in the 
village at Balboa Park.  This would be a simulation of the Plimoth Planation to be held in the fall of 2020.  This 

could be an outreach tool to teach young and old about the 
planation and life in the 1620’s. 
 
The committee has contacted the San Diego Indian Nation 
who has shown an interest in participating with us in 
upcoming community events. We are also working with the 
Orange County Colony to sell nautical items with the 
Mayflower 2020 logo as a fundraiser.  We also have other 
logo items to sell to our San Diego colony members and 
guests. Participation in a Mayflower float in the January 1st 
Rose Parade would be a state sponsorship that we will assist 
if the state sponsors this activity.  We will be having an 
upcoming planning meeting in late September or early 
October.  We encourage any and all members who would like 

to get involved in some way in the planning of numerous events, or assist in any way, please contact Kathy 
Loftman.  We can use everyone’s participation. 

 

   

 
Robert Dempster and Kathleen Loftman presenting  

at BOA meeting 
  

 


