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Governor’s Message 
 

It is an honor to serve as your colony governor and I look forward to the next two years.  You have elected an 
outstanding executive board with each one of them committed to improve our colony.  As you are aware, we are 
all volunteers, so at this time of Thanksgiving, I want to say a heart-felt THANK YOU to each of them for their 
commitment to the San Diego Colony. 

 

Since our last meeting I have represented you by attending two CA State Board of 
Assistant’s meetings.  In June, Beverly and Bob Nickerson along with Ray and 
myself drove to the state meeting in Orange County.  This was an important 
meeting as a new colony, Rancho Conejo Valley, was approved.  In October, Ray 
and I flew to Oakland to attend the northern state meeting.  In July the San Diego 
Colony executive board met at our home for a meeting and wonderful potluck 
dinner.  Nothing is better than a potluck with good fellowship and food. 
 

The highlight was our September trip to Congress at Plymouth, MA.  This was my 
first Congress, but it will not be 
my last!  Next one at Plymouth 
will be in 2017 and then the big 
one in 2020 for the 400th 
Anniversary of the Mayflower 
passage celebration.  At Congress, 

I met many people who were just previously names to me. 
Most of all it was interesting to learn how the society functions 
and appreciate the members who are so dedicated to our 
society.  San Diego was well represented with our members, 
Ken Whittemore, Bob and Beverly Nickerson, and Ray and 
myself in attendance.  Since returning I have been working on 
updating our colony roster and want to thank the colony board 
members for their help in preparing this information. 
 

Again, I will say this colony is a team effort.  Your ideas and suggestions are always appreciated.  I would like to 
also wish each one of you a blessed holiday season with good health in the coming year. 
 

In your service, 
Gail Raser 
San Diego Colony, Governor 

 

 

 
Ray & Gail at 40th Triennial 

GSMD Congress Banquet 

 
Amanda and John Raser with junior members, Jonah, 

Luke, Elizabeth and grandparents Gail & Ray Raser at 
2014 Pilgrim Progress Parade, Plymouth, MA 
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San Diego Colony 2014 – 2016 Officers 
 
Governor:   Gail Raser 
Assistant Governor:  Anita Guenin 
Recording Secretary:  Kathleen Loftman 
Correspondence Secretary: Ray Raser 
Treasurer:   Sue Johnson 
Elder:    Kathleen Norris 
Historian:   Budd Leef 
Delegate to State 
Board of Assistants:  Beverly Nickerson 
Advisor/Past Governor:  Ray Raser 
Web Master:   Budd Leef 
Membership Secretary:  Joyce Shiloff 
Education Chairman:  Amy Conboy 
Hospitality:   Belle Bohn 
               Dorothy Schwaner 
Parliamentarian:   Kathleen Norris 
Decorations:   Norma Wohlfarth 

 
WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS!!!  

 
If you have an email and are NOT receiving 

your newsletter electronically, PLEASE 
send as message to 

mayflowersandiego@gmail.com so we can 
place you in our email contacts.  You are 

saving us much time and money.   
 

THANK YOU! 

San Diego History Center Library 
 

The San Diego History Center Library is 
located in the basement of Case De Balboa, 
1649 El Prado #3 in beautiful Balboa Park, 

San Diego.  The library is home to 
extensive collections that document people, 
places and stories of the San Diego region 

both past and present.  You may only bring 
paper and pencil into the research area and 
the librarians will assist you in making any 
photocopies you wish to acquire.  Hours 

are Monday – Friday, 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.  
The library is free to members, but non-

members are:  Adults $8.00, Seniors (65+) 
$6.00 

 

Ray Raser presented a copy of the “San Diego 
Colony Society of Mayflower Descendants Six 

Decades of History” that he edited to head 
librarian Jane Kenealy and her assistant at 

San Diego History Center 

New Members Elected 
 

CA 8828    GEN 86931 
Mrs. Joyce Cheney Copenhaver 

----------------------------- 
----------------------------- 
From William Bradford 

 
CA 8812     GEN 86751 

Mr. Daniel Brian Mc Laughlin 
----------------------------- 
----------------------------- 
From Thomas Rogers 

 
CA 8846     GEN 87192 

Mrs. Christine Louise Selser Stringfield 
----------------------------- 
----------------------------- 

From Mary Chilton 
 

CA 8606     GEN 84426 
Mrs. Sarah Due Gettinger Schiller 

----------------------------- 
----------------------------- 

From John Alden 
 

Transferred from Orange County 
CA 7723 GEN 75096 

Mr. Caleb Ryan Hummel 
----------------------------- 
----------------------------- 

From James Chilton 
 

CA 8859     GEN 87326 
Mrs. Jan Lynn (Brooks) Quigley 

----------------------------- 
----------------------------- 

From Francis Cooke 
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Spotlight on Bob and Beverly Nickerson 
Bob and Beverly Nickerson have been active 

members in our San Diego Colony for many years.  
They both have served as our Colony Governor.  
The picture below shows them with Bob’s first 

cousin, once removed, Michael Dwyer, who was 
our keynote speaker at the 2014 Mayflower 

Congress banquet.  Michael is a high school history 
teacher and was Vermont’s Teacher of the Year a 
few years ago.  He found a new James Chilton line 
and wrote an article in the Mayflower Quarterly a 

few years back proving this new line. 
 

 
Bob, Michael, Beverly 

May 2014 Meeting 
 

Our last meeting was held on May 17th and 
included a “Who Am I” by webmaster/historian 
Budd Leef.   Our program was brought to us by 

our Deputy Governor South, Marcia Maloney, and 
was about “Children of the Mayflower”.  Marcia also 
officiated in the installation of the new executive 

board of the 2014-2016 San Diego Colony officers. 
 

 
Deputy Gov. So Marcia Maloney,  
Historian/Webmaster Budd Leef,  

Governor Gail Raser,  
Assistant Governor Anita Guenin,  

Correspondence Secretary Ray Raser,  
Elder Kathleen Norris,  

Board of Assistants Beverly Nickerson,  
Treasurer Sue Johnson,   

Absent Recording Secretary Kathleen Loftman 

 
 

New Member Joyce Copenhaver with  
Membership Chair Joyce Shiloff and  

SD Governor Ray Raser 

 
Gail and Ray Raser, Ken, Kara and Surgeon General 

Naomi Mann, LA Governor Mara and  
“Jack” Coiron at GSMD Congress Banquet
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Colony Up-Coming Events 
 

All meetings are scheduled to be held at the 
MCAS Miramar Officer’s Club. 

 

Social time begins at 11:00 am, meeting begins at 
11:30 am and lunch is served at 12:00 pm followed 
by our guest speakers.   
 

Nov. 15 11:30 Guest speaker, columnist Richard 
Lederer 
 

February 21, 2015:   Dr. Eva Kornfeld, professor 
of  history at San Diego State University will be 
speaking.  Dr. Kornfeld is a specialist in American 
cultural history and has published numerous 
articles in journals such as The Journal of  
American Studies and William and Mary Quarterly. 
She is the author of  “Margaret Fuller: a Brief  
Biography with Documents” and “Creating an 
American Culture 1775-1800”.  Dr. Kornfeld's talk 
will cover some information from her scholastic 
studies of  the life of  George Washington. 
 
May 16, 2015:  Gabe Selak, the Public Programs 
Manager for the San Diego History Center will be 
addressing us on the history of  Balboa Park.  
Previous to moving to San Diego, Gabe worked at 
two renowned historical museums: Plimoth 
Plantation and Historic New England. More 
recently, he worked at the Coronado Historical 
Association's Museum of  History and Art. Gabe 
has a love of  history and passion for teaching and 
produces public programs at the History Center. 
 
 

Military Base Entry 
Due to increased security at all military bases, please 
follow this information.  For those of us who do not 
have military ID, this is very important.  When you 

send in your meal reservations, please make sure you 
include the following information about your 

vehicle:  Make, Model, Color, License Plate.  Also 
make sure you have your Driver’s license and 

current registration and insurance cards available.  If 
you do not have a base decal, you need to enter the 
EAST GATE off Miramar Way exit off I-15.  Give 

yourself some additional time to get through the 
gate entry check. 

 

Compact Meeting, November 15, 2014 
 

Our November meeting is traditionally a time 
of especially remembering our Mayflower 

ancestors. Some members enjoy dressing in 
pilgrim attire, although, of course, it is not a 

requirement. 
 

Our guest speaker, Richard Lederer, will 
entertain us with fascinating facts about 

Pilgrims, Puritans, early Colonial Life, and yes, 
even Thanksgiving.  He will be bringing an 

assortment of books he has written on language, 
history, and humor, so this will be an 

opportunity for you to do some holiday 
shopping. 

 
Also, we will be supporting the scholarship fund 
with our opportunity drawing.   If you have an 

item to put into our drawing it would be 
appreciated.  We look forward to welcoming 

some new members and sharing a meal with all 
of you pilgrim cousins and your guests. 

 

San Diego Colony 
Society of Mayflower Descendants 

2014-2016 Roster 
The San Diego Colony publishes a new roster of 
members every two years.  The 2014-2016 roster 

will be available for you to pick up at the 
November Compact Day meeting.  If you are 

unable to attend, you may ask another member to 
pick yours up for you.  If this does not work and 
you would like a copy of the roster, please send a 

check in the amount of $3.00 for postage and 
envelope and we will mail it to you.  Send your 

check to:  San Diego Mayflower Society, P.O. Box 
460482, Escondido, CA 92046. 
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*     *      *      *      *      *     *  Return This Portion With Your Reservation *      *      *      *      *     *      *      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The San Diego Mayflower Colony Presents 

 Compact Day 

 

Please Join Us!
 

When: Saturday November 15, 2014 
11:00 am No host bar; meeting begins at 11:30 am 
 
Where: MCAS Officer’s Club 
  ---------------------------------------- 
  San Diego, CA  
 

Speaker:  Richard Lederer 
 
Cost: Adults $25.00 (Traditional Thanksgiving meal or 
fruit plate)                     
Child $16.00 (Chicken Tenders)    
 

If you have Pilgrim attire you are encouraged to wear it. 

Yes, I will be attending the Compact Day Luncheon. Please return this form to the SD Mayflower 
Colony Treasurer:  Sue Johnson, No Later than November 8, 2014. 

 
Traditional Thanksgiving meal:  Adults:  $25.00 Childs: $16.00  
 
Names:          
____________________________  Adults $___________ Child $__________ 
____________________________  Fruit Plate:       
____________________________  ________________________ 
____________________________  ________________________ 
 
New Member: ___________ Yes   ____________ No 
 
 

Make your check payable to SD Colony of Mayflower and send it to: 
 

Sue Johnson     Vehicle Information for Gate: 
 ----------------------------------------    Make/Model:_______________________ 
 ----------------------------------------   Color:__________________________ 
 ----------------------------------------              License Plate:___________________ 
 
You can help save our Colony printing and mailing costs with your email address and get the 
newsletter in living color.  
 

mayflowersandiego@gmail.com 
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Directions to Officer’s Club  
---------------------------------------- 

San Diego, CA 
 

If you have military ID you may enter the base through the North Gate on Miramar Road.  If you do 
not have military ID you need to enter using the East Gate on Miramar Way. 

 
EAST GATE DIRECTIONS:  Exit I-15 at Miramar Way and drive West to the East Gate.  Proceed 
West on Miramar Way until you reach Anderson Avenue, then turn right (North).  Head North until 

you see the Officer’s Club on your left 
�

 


